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John  Kemp  (  1  380-1454),  of  the  Ollantigh  family.  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Primate  of  all 
England,  Cardinal,  twice  Lord  Chancellor.  In  1452,  "Both  head  of 
the  Church,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Kingdom.” 


John  Knox  (150  5-1  572).  The  Great  Scotch  Reformer.’’  One  of  the  ancestors  on  the  maternal 
side,  of  the  Kemp  family  of  Poole.  "The  intellectual  impulse  which  the  Reformation 
communicated,  is  still  in  full  force  and  will  never  fade  away”  (Universal  Dictionary). 

"John  Knox  never  feared  the  face  of  man.” 


man. 


Hi  07 


KEMPS  OF  OLLANTIGH 

and 

KEMPS  OF  POOLE 


Being  a  brief  outline  of  the  Ancient  Kemp  family  of  Ollantigh 
Manor,  Wye,  Kent  County,  and  a  brief  history  of  the  Kemp 
Family  of  Poole,  Dorset  County,  England,  and  some  of  the 

descendants  in  the  United  States. 

By 

GEORGE  EDWARD  KEMP 

(usually  called  G.  WARD  KEMP) 

LL.B.,  LL.M.,  Genealogist  of  the  W ashington  Society,  of  the  Sons  of  the 

A m e rica n  Re volu tion . 


N 


Seattle,  Washington 
May,  1939 


Copyright,  1939 

By  GEORGE  EDW  ARD  KEMP 
(called  G.  WGrd  Kemp) 


ruin  0  IN  u.  s.  «. 


McKay  Printing  Co. 


Seattle,  Washington 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


FOREWORD 


Tip  RED  HITCHIN-KEMP,  in  1902,  published  a  history  of  the 
II  "Kempe  and  Kemp  families  in  Great  Britain  and  her  col¬ 
onies.”  This  volume  comprises  approximately  300  pages,  dimen¬ 
sioned  9x13  inches,  and  includes  numerous  illustrations  of  per¬ 
sons  and  places,  and  charts  of  many  different  family  trees,  or 
pedigrees.  As  a  reason  for  the  publication,  that  author,  whom  I 
will  refer  to  as  "HK,”  for  brevity,  said,  that  "persons  with  the 
names  of  Kemp  and  Kempe,  and  their  variants,  were  then  living 
side  by  side  in  Great  Britain,  Europe,  and  Africa,  and  it  will 
soon  be  well  nigh  impossible  in  the  future  to  trace  their  origin, 
unless  the  present  generation  takes  th  e  trouble  to  record  the 
facts.”  He  spent  over  five  years  gathering  data  for  his  history, 
and  in  this  work  he  was  assisted  by  more  than  a  hundred  other 
Kemps,  both  personally,  and  financially.  He  concludes,  finally, 
that  his  history  is  not  complete,  and  that  other  editions,  or  sup¬ 
plements,  should  be  issued. 


A  copy  of  this  book,  having  come  into  my  possession  in 
1934,  after  I  had  already  been  interested  in  gathering  informa¬ 
tion  about  my  relatives  for  a  number  of  years,  I  decided  in  1937 
to  compile  and  print  a  small  volume  to  preserve  some  of  the  ad¬ 
ditional  facts,  as  far  as  available,  for  others  to  remember  and 

enjoy. 

Among  the  numerous  Kemp  families,  followed  by  HK,  is 
the  ancient  Kemp  family  of  Ollantigh  Manor,  at  Wye,  Kent 
County.  As  he  frequently  refers  to  this  family  as  probable  an¬ 
cestors  of  my  known  great,  great,  grandfather  Martin  Kemp,  of 
Poole,  Dorset  County,  England,  I  will  first  give  an  historical  in¬ 
troduction,  to  be  followed  by  Part  I,  concerning  this  Kemp  fam- 
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ily,  of  Ollantigh.  Part  II  will  be  devoted  to  the  Kemps  in  Poole, 
and  Part  III  will  be  devoted  to  the  known  descendants  of  Kemps 
from  Poole,  in  the  United  States. 

John  Tabor  Kemp,  M.  A.,  in  his  introduction  to  the  HK., 
history,  says:  The  history  of  family,  if  truly  written,  is  no  mere 
monument  of  that  selfish  pride  known  as  snobbery,  but  is  a  val¬ 
uable  contribution  to  known  knowledge.”  Bearing  this  statement 
in  mind,  I  have  endeavored  to  set  out  the  conditions,  records, 
facts,  and  circumstances,  available,  and  leave  the  readers  to  draw 
their  own  conclusions.  It  is  believed  that  a  study  of  worthy  char¬ 
acters,  and  especially  if  they  are  one’s  ancestors,  will  provide  an 
incentive  for  increased  self-respect  for  the  reader.  It  is  hoped 
therefore  that  the  readers  instead  of  criticising  the  statements 
in  this  book,  will  be  led  to  make  further  investigations  for  them¬ 
selves.  A  list  of  standard  authorities  referred  to  in  the  pages,  is 
set  out  in  the  bibliography  at  the  end  of  the  book.  Christopher 
Morley  s  Omnibus ,  has  given  the  following  as  a  worthy  text  for 
writers: 

"After  all,  an  author  can  only  begin  a  book.  The  conclu¬ 
sion,  if  any,  is  contributed  by  those  who  read  it.” 

GEORGE  EDWARD  KEMP 

Usually  called  G.  WARD  KEMP. 
Seattle,  Washington;  May,  1939. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION 

AND  HISTORICAL  SETTING  OF 

The  Kemp  Family  of  Ollantigh  Manor, 

Wye,  England 

"Nothing  in  the  past  is  dead,  to  the  man  who  would  learn  how  the  present 
came  to  be  what  it  is."  (Strubbs  in  Const.  Hist,  of  England.) 

HITCHIN-KEMP  gives  several  definitions  of  the  name  of 
Kemp,  but  concludes  that  it  was  derived  from  the  Anglo 
Saxon  word  "Cempa,”  meaning  a  soldier,  or  champion,  or  con¬ 
tender  in  single  combat. 

At  the  outset  he  says  that:  "The  Kempe’s  appeared  to  be 
in  close  association  with  royalty  almost  from  the  first  known  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  name  to  the  present  day.  One  Stephen  Kemp 
was  fined  for  leaving  the  court  in  1127.  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  (John  Kemp)  in  virtue  of  his  office,  was  necessarily  much 
in  touch  with  the  Kings.  .  .  .  For  many  years  he  held  the  office 
of  Lord  Chancellor  .  .  .  William  Kemp  and  Lady  Eleanor  Kemp, 
of  Wye,  attended  the  court  of  Henry  VIII,”  etc.  These  are  a 
few  of  the  many  Kemps  he  mentions  as  prominent  in  law,  medi¬ 
cine,  religion,  education,  literature,  art,  mercantile,  and  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  He  names  my  grandfather  and  hundreds  of 
other  Kemps,  throughout  many  parts  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  oldest  families  he  describes,  is  that  originating 
at  the  Manor  of  Ollantigh  in  the  Parish  or  Town  of  Wye,  County 
of  Kent.  This  family  included  John  Kemp,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  Cardinal,  who  was  also  twice  Loid  Chancellor 
of  England.  It  also  included  his  nephew  Thomas  Kemp,  for 
nearly  40  years,  Bishop  of  London.  This  family,  first  known  in 
Kent  County,  later  extended  into  adjoining  small  counties  in 
the  south  of  England,  particularly  Hampshire  or  Hants,  Wilt¬ 
shire  or  Wilts,  and  Dorset.  W.  F.  Hook,  F.R.S.,  Dean  of  Chi- 
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Chester,  in  Volume  V  of  his  history  of  the  lives  of  the  Arch¬ 
bishops  of  Canterbury,  devotes  eighty  pages  to  the  life  of  John 
Kemp.  The  first  page  is  filled  by  an  enumeration  of  his  many  "Pre¬ 
ferments.  Hook,  shows  that  he  was  made  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England  in  1426,  and  again  in  145  0,  and  continued  thereafter 
as  such  till  his  death.  He  was  made  Archbishop  of  York  in  1426, 
and  continued  as  such  till  1452,  when  he  was  made  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  and  primate  of  all  England.  While  archbishop 
of  the  English  Church,  he  was  also  appointed  a  Cardinal  in  the 
Church  of  Rome,  but  as  shown  by  Hook,  following  his  vow  to 

Pope,  he  immediately  renounced  this,  and  took  a  new  oath 
to  his  king,  saying:  "I,  John,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  utterly 
renounce,”  etc.,  'all  obligations  except  to  my  King  and  Coun¬ 
try,  etc.  Owing  to  the  then  loose  state  of  society,  this  Janus 
faced  procedure,  was  approved. 

He  was  born  at  Ollantigh,  and  graduated  from  Merton  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  in  law,  and  among  prominent  causes  in  which  he 
was  engaged  as  a  young  attorney,  was  the  trial  of  Sir  John  Old- 
castle  (Shakespeare  s  Falstaff).  In  1435  he  represented  his  King 
and  country  at  the  important  and  magnificent  Congress  of  Ar¬ 
ras.  On  this  occasion  he  took  with  him  a  brilliant  array  of 
knights,  and  a  fortune  in  money  and  jewels,  to  impress  delegates 
from  other  countries.  As  chancellor,  he  opened  Parliament,  and 
for  approximately  thirty  years,  had  great  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
power.  From  145  2  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  "both 
head  of  the  church  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  Kingdom.”  As 
shown  by  Hook,  the  history  of  the  Archbishop,  covering  this 
thirty  years,  largely  tells  the  story  of  England  during  the  same 
period.  When  he  died  in  1454,  King  Henry  VI,  said  of  him: 
One  of  the  wisest  Lords  in  this  land  is  dead/  He  was  entombed 
in  Canterbury  Cathedral.  HK  shows  a  picture  of  the  canopy 
over  the  tomb,  which  was  sketched  for  the  purpose  by  the  artist, 
Lucy  Kemp- Welch  (of  whom  more  later),  circa  1902.  The  in- 
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teresting  page  showing  this  canopy,  is  reproduced  in  this  book 
with  initials  of  the  artist.  In  193  8,  Edith  Kemp-Welch,  an  an¬ 
tiquary,  and  sister  of  the  artist,  sent  me  a  photograph  of  the 
archbishop,  taken  from  a  blurred  negative  now  in  the  Victoria 
&  Albert  Museum,  London.  HK  gave  a  picture  of  the  archbishop 
in  his  history,  and  that  has  been  reproduced  for  the  frontispiece 
in  this  book.  Hook  described  the  wild,  unsettled,  robber-infested 
districts  north  of  London  at  this  time,  and  adds:  Kent,  the 
earliest  scene  of  civilization,  was  now  the  garden  of  England.” 
James  Simpson,  in  his  ''Eminent  Men  of  Kent,  says: 

"Few  prelates  have  enjoyed  so  many  titles  and  honors 
as  Cardinal-Archbishop  John  Kemp  (no  final  E),  succes¬ 
sively  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and  London,  he  became  a  Cai  - 
dinal— and  not  only  was  Archbishop  of  York,  but  about  a 
year  before  his  death  was  made  Primate  of  all  England.  Yet 
in  addition  to  all  the  honors,  he  twice  occupied  the  position 
of  Lord  Chancellor  of  England. — He  was  born  in  the  beau¬ 
tiful  rural  retreat  of  Wye. — Soon  after  his  elevation  to  the 
Primacy  he  naturally  returned  to  the  church  of  his  native 
village.  He  converted  the  church  of  Wye  into  a  college  of 
secular  priests, — their  principal  duty  was  to  give  instruc¬ 
tion  to  poor  lads  who  had  no  means  of  obtaining  an  educa¬ 
tion. — Thomas  Kemp,  nephew  of  the  Cardinal,  was  also  a 
native  of  Kent,  and  was  consecrated  by  his  uncle,  Bishop 
of  London,  and  continued  in  the  See,  for  forty  years.  He 
had  the  unique  experience,  according  to  Fuller  s  quaint 
phraseology,  of  seeing  the  wars  between  Lancaster  and  York, 
begun,  continued,  and  concluded,  and  the  two  roses  tied 
together  in  one  Royal  Posie. 

Referring  to  Chambers’  Encyclopedia  (London,  1882),  and 
histories,  we  find  that  the  counties  named  were  the  scenes  of  im¬ 
portant  events,  and  rich  in  historical  lore.  In  Hampshne  was 
Winchester,  the  home  of  William  the  Conqueror.  Here  was  also 
Beaulieu  Abbey  and  Priory,  dating  from  the  reign  of  William 
Rufus,  oldest  son  of  the  Conqueror.  Here  is  New  Forest,  the 
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great  wooded  area  laid  out  by  the  Conqueror,  for  wild  game, 
and  where  oak  was  grown  for  the  British  Ships,  and  where  two 
sons  and  a  grandson  of  the  Conqueror  met  violent  deaths.  Here 
too  is  the  great  world  shipping  port,  Southampton,  and  the 
famous  watering  place  of  Bournemouth.  Just  off  the  coast  lies 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  Adjoining  is  Dorset  County,  with  the  old 
Town  of  Poole,  which  was  a  place  of  importance  as  early  as 
1224,  and  furnished  ships  and  men  to  the  monarchs  of  England 
from  Henry  III  to  Elizabeth.  Adjacent  Poole,  lies  Hamworthy, 
which  was  built  over  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  village  used  as  a 
terminus  of  a  Roman  Road  which  extended  into  the  interior  as 
early  as  circa  (approximately)  5  0  A.D.  In  Dorset,  also  is  found 
the  ruins  of  Corfe  Castle,  the  seat  of  early  Saxon  Kings.  In 
Wiltshire,  on  the  north,  is  Stone  Henge,  with  the  massive  mono¬ 
liths,  supposed  to  have  been  placed  and  used  by  the  Druids.  This 
group  of  counties  lies  about  seventy  miles  southwest  of  London, 

with  a  total  approximate  area  of  fifty  miles  across  in  every  direc¬ 
tion. 

A  Survey  of  the  Manor  of  Wye”  is  the  title  of  a  book  by 
Helen  E.  Muhlfeld,  Ph.D.  This  gives  the  results  of  her  studies  of 
the  records  of  Wye,  covering  several  centuries.  Her  book  has 
frequent  references  to  the  college,  founded  by  the  archbishop, 
and  also  references  to  him,  and  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  con¬ 
cerning  their  interests  in  lands. 

The  following  excerpts  have  been  selected:  ''The  royal 
Manor  of  Wye,  was  given  to  Battle  Abbey,  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  in  fulfillment  of  a  vow  made  before  the  battle 
of  Hastings  (1066).  He  conferred  great  privileges  upon 
it-  This  royal  vill  was  apparently  very  ancient.  In  the  year 
5  82  Ethelbert  confirmed  an  exchange  where  the  royal  Vill 
of  Wye  obtained  half  a  mill,  in  return  for  right  of  pastur- 
a£e*  The  Manor  of  Wye  was  rich  and  powerful,  and  was 
for  centuries  an  important  source  of  income  for  Battle  Ab¬ 
bey.  It  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  monastery  from  the 
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time  of  William  the  Conqueror’s  gift,  until  it  was  surren¬ 
dered  to  the  crown  by  the  last  abbot,  1  5  38,  the  year  of  the 
dissolution.  There  is  little  indication  of  change.  The  same 
units  of  land  generally  persisted  from  Henry  III,  to  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII  (1260-1547),  with  the  same  rents  and 
services.  Occasionally  payments  such  as  hens,  eggs,  or  plow 
shares  were  retained.” 

The  Survey  also  contains  many  hundreds  of  transcribed  en¬ 
tries,  mostly  from  land  tenants  and  records,  all  in  Latin,  just  as 
first  written.  The  following  are  selected  among  the  twenty-one 
references  to  Archbishop  John  Kemp,  and  fourteen  to  Bishop 
Thomas  Kemp.  Some  refer  to  both  the  Archbishop  and  to  the 
Master  in  charge  of  Wye  college.  Some  refer  also  to  the  Manor 
Ollantigh. 

(1)  "Magister  Collegii  de  Wy  tenet  terras  et  tene- 
menta  subscrita  nuper  Johannis  Archiepiscopi  Cantuarien- 
sis,  videlicet;  in  Mantlesfelde  X  acras  terre,”  etc.  (10  acres 
of  land.) 

(2)  "Item.  Thomas  Episcopus  Londoninsis  tenet  in  le 
Hothes  IX  acras  .  .  .  tenet  in  dominico  et  acquietabunt 
ipsum  Episcopum  de  redditur,  gallinas,  ova,  ac  omnia  ser- 
vicia,”  etc.  (Hens,  eggs,  and  services.) 

(3)  "Redditus  de  Ollantighe  debet  per  annum,  vs: 
Item  Magister  Collegii  de  Wy  tenet  in  Turgeysrede  Xj  Acras 
Demidram.”  (Master  of  Wye  College.) 

(4)  "Thomas  Episcopus  Londoniensis  tenet  J  Acram 
prati  in  Melcompysmede  nuper  Johannis  Cardinalis  et  Ar¬ 
chiepiscopi  Cantuariensis  quandam  Guidonis  de  Olyntighe. 
vd.  (Land  held  by  the  bishop  near  that  of  the  archbishop.) 

( 5 )  "Magister  Collegii  de  Wy  tenet  ij  croftsterre 
nuper  Johannis  Archiepiscope  Cantuariensis  exopposito  le 
hermitage  quondam  Thome  Kempe.”  (The  last  name  prob¬ 
ably  refers  to  the  deceased  Thomas,  father  of  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  John,  or  Johannis.) 

Many  of  the  tenancy  entries  name  feast  days,  of  the  church, 
as  dates  for  payments  of  rents.  Other  entries  concern  fines  and 
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court  proceedings,  in  which  the  "Abbot’s  own  Steward  took  part 
with  one  of  the  King’s  justice  of  Eyre.” 

Sir  Bernard  Burke,  in  his  "General  Armory  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Wales,  listing  important  families,  and  their  coats 
of  arms,  names  twenty-one  Kemps,  including:  "Kempe,  of  Olan- 
tigh,  County  Kent.  A  very  ancient  family  of  which  were  Car¬ 
dinal  John  Kemp  of  Canterbury  and  Thomas  Kemp,  Bishop  of 
London,  4  Hen.  VIE”  He  then  describes  its  coat  of  arms  as  fol¬ 
lows:  "Gu.  three  garbs  within  a  bordure  engr.  Or.”  which  as  I 
freely  interpret  from  heraldry,  means:  gules,  or  a  red  field  indi¬ 
cated  by  perpendicular  lines.  3  garbs,  meaning  wheat  sheaves, 
within  an  engrailed  line  of  semicircles,  or,  meaning  gold,  indi¬ 
cated  by  dots,  around  the  edge.  Burke,  also  describes  the  family 
crest  as  a  falcon  or  other  bird  standing  upon  a  horizontal  sheaf. 
He  shows  similar  arms  later  used  by  the  Kempes  of  Gissing, 
created  Baronets  in  1641  by  Charles  I,  the  bird  being  intended 
to  be  Pelican  (but  resembling  an  eagle  or  swan)  valuing,  or  pro¬ 
viding  drops  of  blood  from  its  breast  to  feed  its  young.  The  same 
pelican  design  was  used  by  the  Archbishop’s  family  two  cen¬ 
turies  earlier.  The  bleeding  of  the  bird,  "In  her  Piety”  being  in¬ 
tended  to  indicate  self  sacrifice.  The  family  also  used  a  motto, 
"Lucem  Spero”  (I  hope  for  light).  The  Kemp  Arms,  surmount¬ 
ed  by  the  Kemp  crest,  on  a  wreath,  as  given  by  HK,  and  de¬ 
scribed  by  Burke,  are  shown  on  another  page,  and  also  impressed 
on  the  front  cover.  HK  shows  that  the  second  Baronet  Kemp, 
of  Gissing,  circa  1700,  definitely  established  the  spelling  of  his 
name  as  Kemp,  without  the  final  "e,”  and  said:  "In  this  he  was 
merely  following  the  custom  of  the  age,  the  only  exception  to 
the  change  existed  in  the  Cornwall-Kemp  family.”  HK  also 
shows  in  a  chart  with  the  text  that  this  Gissing  family  of  Nor¬ 
folk  was  related  by  two  marriages  with  the  Ollantigh  family. 
Historian  Hook,  uses  no  "e”  after  Kemp,  the  Archbishop.  We 
will  now  follow  in  more  detail,  some  members  of  Kemp  family, 
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of  Ollantigh,  in  Part  I. 

50  History  of  the  Kemp  and  Kempe  Families. 

“The  Cardinalle  (Kempe)  hathe  charged  and  commanded  alle  his  servaunts  to  be  redy  with 
bowe  and  arwes,  swerd  and  bokeler,  crosse-bowes  and  alle  other  habillements  of  Werre,  suche  as 
as  thei  kun  meidle  wt.,  to  awaite  upone  the  safe  guard  of  his  persone."  ( See  “  Archaeologia,” 
vol.  XXIX.,  p.  310). 

Another  war-like  duty  which  fell  upon  Cardinal  Kempe  in  his  declining  years  will  be  worthy 

of  mention.  A  warrant  was 
issued  in  the  name  of  the 
King  in  1453,  addressed  to 
“  the  moost  revend  fifadre  in 
god  Joh’n  Cardinal  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,”  com¬ 
manding  him  to  erect  barriers 
for  a  battle  upon  an  appeal 
of  High  Treason.  The  ap¬ 
pellant  in  this  case  was  John 
Hatton,  and  the  defendant 
Robert  Norreys.  Doubtless 
the  Archbishop  had  to  be 
present  at  this  “Battle”  or 
tournament,  which  took  place 
in  London. 

This  may  have  been  his 
last  public  function,  for  on 
22nd  March,  1453,  the  aged 
Archbishop  died.  The  King 
was  at  the  time  lying  ill  at 
Windsor,  suffering  from  that 
strange  disorder  of  mind, 
bordering  on  insanity,  which 
caused  him  to  evince  no 
interest  in  events.  In  the 
letter  above  mentioned,  for 
instance,  it  i=  recounted  how. 
when  In-  infant  ;on.  die 
Prince  of  Wales,  was  brought 
to  him  for  the  first  time,  the 
King  looked  upon  the  babe 
without  the  smallest  change 
of  countenance  or  word. 

When,  however,  the  Bishops 
of  Winchester,  Ely  and  Ches¬ 
ter,  with  other  Lords  deputed 
b)-  Parliament,  told  the  King  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Kempe’s  death,  the  King  for  a  moment  awoke 
from  his  protracted  silence  and  indifference  and  remarked  with  emphasis  :  “  One  of  the  wisest 
Lords  in  this  Land  is  dead.”  The  detailed  account,  written  as  a  report  to  the  House  of  Lords  by 
this  deputation,  will  be  found  in  the  “Annals  of  Windsor”  and  in  the  “  Parliamentary  History.” 

Page  from  history  by  Fred  Hitchin-Kemp,  showing  p.cture  of  the  canopy  over  the  tomb  of 

the  archbishop. 


Canopy  over  Tomb  of  Archbishop  Kempe  in  Canterbury  Cathedral. 
Specially  drawn  by  Mi's  Lucy  Kemp-Welsh. 
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PART  I 


CIRCA  AO.  1400 


Arms  of  the  Kemp  family,  surmounted  by  the  Kemp  Crest,  on  a  wreath. 

THE  KEMP  FAMILY  OF  OLLANTIGH 

"Lo!  all  our  Pomp  of  yesterday,  is  one  with  Ninevah  and  Tyre ”  *  *  * 
IF — you  can  walk  with  kings,  nor  lose  the  common  touch,  you'll  be  a  man." 
(Kipling.) 


Chapter  I 

HE  first  Kemp,  known  as  owner  of  the  Manor  of  Ollan- 
-31-  tigh,  in  the  Parish  or  Town  of  Wye,  Kent,  was  Ralph 
Kemp,  then  called  Radalphus  De  Campis,  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  I,  in  1283.  He  died  in  1313  and  left  a  son  John. 

Sir  John  Kemp,  son  of  Ralph,  inherited  Ollantigh  and  mar¬ 
ried  Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Alden;  they  left  a  son 
Peter. 

Sir  Peter  Kemp,  son  of  Sir  John,  is  described  as  living  at 
Wye  in  13  32.  He  left  a  son  Thomas. 
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Chapter  II 

Sir  Thomas  Kemp,  first  son  of  Sir  Peter,  died  in  1428.  He 
was  the  owner  of  Ollantigh,  and  escheator  to  King  Richard  II, 
also  sheriff  of  Kent.  (In  these  days  the  sheriffs,  called  shrieves, 
were  important  officials  and  represented  the  Kings,  in  their 
counties.)  He  married  Beatrice  Lewknor,  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lewknor,  of  a  prominent  family,  and  they  left  two  sons. 
The  youngest  named  John,  was  born  13  80  and  educated  in  law. 
He  practiced  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  and  became  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  England,  also  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  a  Car¬ 
dinal,  as  referred  to  elsewhere,  herein.  The  eldest  son  of  this  Sir 
Thomas  was  named  Roger. 

Chapter  III 

Sir  Roger  Kemp  (sometimes  called  Robert)  was  Knight 
of  Wye,  and  was  living  in  1440.  He  left  two  sons.  The  younger 
named  Thomas,  was  made  Bishop  of  London  in  145  0,  and  con¬ 
tinued  as  such  till  his  death  in  1489.  He  was  consecrated  to  his 
office  by  his  Uncle  John,  then  Archbishop  of  York,  and  two 
years  later,  he  in  turn  invested  his  uncle  with  the  Insignia  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Thomas  had  been  chancellor  of 
York  and  in  the  church  at  Bolton,  he  erected  a  splendid  stained 
glass  window,  in  which  was  shown  the  portrait,  and  the  "arms” 
of  his  uncle.  He  ordered  that  the  parishes  in  his  diocese  should 
have  the  right  to  select  their  own  pastors.  He  was  buried  in 
Old  St.  Paul’s.  The  older  son  of  Sir  Roger,  was  named  William 
Kemp. 

Chapter  IV 

Th  is  first  Sir  William  Kemp,  of  Wye,  was  owner  of  Ollan¬ 
tigh,  and  married  Alice  Scott,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Scott, 
who  had  been  Lt.  of  the  Tower  of  London  1424.  The  ancestry 
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David,  King  of  Scotland=Maud  of  Northumberland. 

! 

Adama  de  Warrene=Henry,  Prince  of  Scotland,  Earl  of  Huntingdon. 

Maud  de  Meschines=David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  went  with  King  Richard  1  to  the  Crusades,  died  iziq 


Hugh  Balliol,  Lord  of  Teesdale  and 

Marwood  forests,  temp.  Henry  III.  _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ — - 

Allan,  Lord  of  Galloway=Margaret.  of  Huntingdon.  Isabelle,  of  Scotland,  Ada,  of  Huntingdon=Henry  Hastings, 
Steward  of  Scotland  I  mar.  Robert  de  Ros.  Lord  Hastings, 

died  1250 

John  Balliol,  Lord  of  Bywell,=Dornagieen,  of  Galloway. 

Founder  of  Balliol  College,  | 

Oxford  ;  died  1269. 

Sir  William  Balliol,  called  le  Scott= 

John  Scott,  of  Brabourne,  Kent. 

Sir  William  Scott,  of  Brabourne. 

Michael  Scott=Emma. 


William  Scott=Matilda. 

.  .  .  .  the  heiress  of  Cumbe,  Brabourne=John  Scott. 


William  Scott,  of  Scott's  Hall,  Smeeth,  East  Kent, 
=Isabel  Herbert  or  Fynche. 

Sir  John  Scott,  of  Scott's  Hall=Agnes  Beaufitz. 


Sir  Robert  Scott. 

Alice  Scott=WiLLlAM  KEMPE. 


Sybilla  Lewknor=Sir  William  Scott,  of  Scott’s  Hall. 

Anne  Pympe=Sir  John  Scott,  of  Scott's  Hall  and  of  Iden,  Sussex. 
Sir  Reginald  Scott,  of  Scott's  Hall=EMMELINE  Kempe. 


Chart  of  the  Pedigree  of  Alice  Scott  (wife  of  Sir  William  Kemp  I)  beginning  from  King 
David  I  of  Scotland,  1125.  Reproduced  from  Hitchin-Kemp. 


of  Alice  Scott,  as  shown  by  HK’s  outline  chart  of  the  Kemps 
of  Wye,  extends  back  directly  to  King  David  I,  of  Scotland, 
1124,  and  his  Queen  Maud,  sometimes  called  Matilda,  widow 
of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland.  A  photographic  copy  of  this 
outline  chart  as  given  by  HK,  appears  herein.  The  historian, 
Elsie  Thornton-Cook,  in  "Their  Majesties  of  Scotland,”  says 
that  David  I,  was  frequently  called  "Saint  David,”  and  that 
when  he  became  King,  "Life  in  Scotland  took  on  a  new  security, 
as  he  decreed:  No  man  shall  be  hangit  for  a  crime,  the  financial 
importance  of  which  is  less  than  the  value  of  two  sheep,  at  six¬ 
teen  pence  each.”  Sir  William  Kemp  left  two  sons,  Thomas  and 
William,  with  this  first  shown  strain  of  Royal  blood  in  their 
family.  In  the  text,  HK  shows  that  the  son  William  was  edu¬ 
cated  for  the  ministry,  and  officiated  in  several  small  parishes, 
his  last  record  being  1  5  22,  and  no  heirs  are  mentioned,  and 
that  his  brother  Thomas,  headed  the  next  generation. 
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Chapter  V 

Sir  Thomas  Kemp  2nd,  of  Ollantigh,  was  knighted  in  1510, 
at  the  marriage  of  Prince  Arthur,  son  of  Henry  VII.  He  was 
sheriff  of  Kent  in  1493,  1  508,  and  1513,  died  1519.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Emelyn,  daughter  of  Sir  Valentine  Chiche,  nephew  of 
Henry  Chichele,  who  was  also  an  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
the  founder  of  all  Souls’  College,  Oxford,  in  which  all  of  the 
"Founders’  Kin”  and  Kemps  of  Ollantigh  ancestry  still  are  en¬ 
titled  to  education.  HK  says: 

"John  Kemp,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Cardinal  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
was  buried  in  the  Chancel  of  Canterbury  Cathedial  on  the 
south  side  and  just  opposite  the  tomb  of  his  fnend  and 
patron,  Archbishop  Chichele.” 

Sir  Thomas  left  seven  sons,  the  two  younger  named  Ed¬ 
ward,  and  George.  This  is  the  first  occurrence  of  these  two 
names,  which  we  hereafter  will  find  frequently  among  the 
Kemps  of  Dorset,  and  are  borne  by  this  author.  The  oldest  son 
of  Sir  Thomas  was  named  William. 


Chapter  VI 

Sir  William  Kemp  2nd,  was  Knight  of  Ollantigh,  and 
sheriff  of  Kent,  1  505,  between  the  terms  of  his  father,  and  was 
buried  at  Wye,  1  5  39.  He  married  Eleanor  Brown,  daughter  of 
Sir  Robert  Brown,  treasurer  of  the  household  of  Henry  VI, 
heiress  of  Beechwood  Castle  in  Surrey,  and  great1  granddaughter 
of  Richard  Fitzallen,  9th  Earl  of  Arundel,  and  Eleanor  Plan- 
tagenet.  An  earlier  Fitzallen  ancestor  had  sold  his  right  to  the 
stewardship  of  Scotland,  to  Edward  II,  in  1  3  5  5.  Her  grand¬ 
father,  Sir  Thomas  Brown,  was  also  ancestor  of  the  wife  of  the 
first  Baronet  of  Gissing,  before  referred  to.  The  ancestry  of 
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Chart  of  the  Pedigree  of  Ellenor  Brown  (wife  of  Sir  William  Kemp  II)  beginning  from 
William  the  Conqueror,  reign  1066-1087.  Reproduced  from  Hitchin-Kemp. 
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this  Eleanor  Kemp  is  shown  on  the  outline  chart  published  by 
HK  of  the  "Royal  Descent  of  the  Kemps  of  Kent,”  to  extend 
back  through  the  Plantagenet  families  and  Kings  to  William 
the  Conqueror  (1066-1087),  through  his  son  Henry  I  (1100- 
1135),  and  Queen  of  Henry  I,  another  Maud,  also  called  Ma¬ 
tilda  of  Scotland.  A  photographic  copy  of  this  outline  chart  is 
given  on  another  page  in  this  book.  HK  states,  concerning  the 
family  of  this  Eleanor  Brown  (later  Kemp)  :  "Their  pedigree 
was  duly  registered  at  the  Visitation  of  Surrey,  and  is  printed 
by  the  Harliean  Society,  and  also  appears  in  Berry’s  Surrey  pedi¬ 
grees.” 

D.  H.  Montgomery,  in  his  history  of  England,  says:  "Henry 
I,  further  strengthened  his  position  with  his  English  subjects  by 
his  marriage  with  Maud,  niece  of  the  Saxon  Edgar,  a  direct 
descendant  of  Alfred  the  Great.”  In  earlier  pages,  Montgomery 
shows  that  Alfred  was  the  grandson  of  Egbert  I,  King  of  the 
English  A.D.  828,  who  descended  from  Cerdic.  "The  First 
Chief  King  of  the  Country,”  A.D.  49  5.  He  says  further  that 
"Alfred  was  rightly  called  'The  Great  since  he  was  the  embodi¬ 
ment  of  whatever  was  best  and  bravest  in  the  English  character. 
He  promulgated  the  Ten  Commandments  and  the  Golden  Rule, 
as  the  law  of  the  land,  and  has  been  credited  with  originating 
trial  by  jury.”  And  also  with  the  wise  statement:  "That,  power 
in  the  hands  of  a  ruler  is  only  good  when  the  ruler  is  good.”  It 
will  be  thus  seen,  that  this  marriage  between  Sir  William  Kemp 
and  Eleanor  Brown,  added  another  strain  of  Royal  blood  to  the 
Kemps  of  Ollantigh,  to  be  carried  along  by  their  numerous  chil¬ 
dren,  including  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  HK  says: 

''Their  oldest  son,  Sir  1  homas,  succeeded  to  Ollantigh 
and  was  perhaps  the  most  illustrious  of  the  Kentish  Knights. 
Much  of  his  prestige  was  owing  to  his  knightly  ancestors 
and  to  his  mother,  Lady  Eleanor  Brown  Kemp.  Thomas 
married  Katherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Chaney,  a  fav¬ 
orite  and  privy  counsellor  of  four  successive  Kings  and 
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Queens,  and  one  of  the  challengers  of  all  men  at  'the  field 
of  the  Cloth  of  Gold.’  This  Sir  Thomas  Kempe  was  created 
a  Knight  of  the  Carpet  in  1 546,  was  sheriff  of  Kent  County, 
1  548,  1  549,  1  563.  .  .  .  In  1  567  he,  with  other  chief  gentle¬ 
men  of  Kent,  acted  as  Commissioners  for  the  defense  of 
the  sea  coast. — In  1  5  88,  he  with  others  were  officers  com¬ 
manding  bands  of  'Kentish  Men  at  arms,’  on  the  approach 
of  the  Spanish  Invincible  Armada.” 

Sir  Bernard  Burke  gives  1606  as  date  of  death  of  Sir  Thomas, 
and  names  several  late  families  as  his  descendants,  who  still  use 
the  same  arms  and  crest. 

HK  further  states: 

"John,  the  second  son  of  Sir  William,  was  chief  legatee 
under  the  will  of  his  mother.  This  will  is  remarkable  for 
the  number  of  pieces  of  silver  given,  bearing  the  'Kempe 
Sheaves.’  John  had  a  definite  right  to  both  the  arms  of  his 
father,  viz:  three  sheaves  on  a  red  ground  surrounded  by 
a  border  engrailed,  and  the  crest,  the  pelican — picking  her 
breast — but  like  the  archbishop,  he  deemed  it  sufficient  to 
use  the  sheaves  merely,  in  allusion  to  his  arms.” 

The  two  younger  sons  of  Sir  William,  were  George,  and 
Francis,  an  attorney.  Francis  is  a  new  name,  and  is  also  contin¬ 
ued  in  later  generations.  The  last  son  was  named  Edward,  and 
him  we  follow. 


Chapter  VII 

Edward  Kemp  was  the  youngest  son  of  Sir  William  II,  and 
Lady  Eleanor  Kemp,  and  with  him  we  depart  from  succeeding 
holders  of  Ollantigh.  This  Edward,  moved  across  Surrey,  into 
Elampshire,  and  "Settled  at  Conns,  in  New  Forest,”  and  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Wilmot,  a  relative  of  the  Bromfield  fam¬ 
ily.  Fie  died  in  160  5  and  is  commemorated  by  the  following 
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inscription  which  appears  on  a  brass,  in  Beaulieu  Church,  near 
Poole: 

"Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  Kempe, 

Gent:  the  sixt  sonne  of  Sir  William 
Kempe,  Knight,  who  hath  left  Eli— 

Zabeth  his  wife  with  Thomas,  Edward 
Frauncis  and  Robert  their  sonnes.  He 
Died  the  VII  of  March  Ano  Dni.  160  5.” 

Edward’s  oldest  son  Thomas,  was  born  15  57,  and  attended 
at  Oxford  in  1581.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Oglander,  and  lived  at  Beaulieu,  and  had  a  daughter  Fiances,  who 
married  Henry  Bromfield  J.  P.  of  Dorset.  This  Thomas  left  a 
son  John,  who  was  Mayor  of  Christchurch  1  625,  1633  and  1640, 
and  represented  that  borough,  and  also  Lymington,  in  Parlia¬ 
ment.  He  died  childless  at  Boldre,  165  2.  Edward  II  moved  north 
into  Hereford  and  as  reported  by  HK.  Several  settlements  of 
West  England  are  of  southern  origin,  chief  of  these  as  measured 
by  social  rank,  was  founded  by  Edward  Kemp  of  New  Forest, 
grandson  of  Sir  William  Kemp  of  Ollantigh.”  Edward’s  son 
Francis,  is  last  referred  to,  as  at  Wycombe,  Bucks  or  Bucking¬ 
ham.  Robert,  the  youngest  son,  became  the  head,  of  the  next 
generation,  which  we  follow  as  reported  by  HK,  in  his  Pedi¬ 
gree  of  the  Kemps  of  Slindon,  New  Forest  and  Wiltshire. 


Chapter  VIII 

Robert  Kemp,  also  of  Wycombe,  Bucks,  youngest  son  of 
Edward  Kemp,  and  grandson  of  Sir  William,  married  Dorothy 
Elliott,  of  Beaulieu,  who  died  1621.  By  a  second  marriage  he  left 
a  daughter  Dorothy,  and  a  son,  Captain  Thomas  Kemp.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  left  a  son  Francis. 

Francis  Kemp,  son  of  Robert,  resided  at  Chipping,  Wy¬ 
combe,  Buckingham,  and  died  in  1649.  He  marned  twice.  By 
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his  first  wife,  Barbara  Cocks,  he  had  a  daughter  Frances,  and 
several  other  children,  the  youngest  named  Henry.  The  first  oc¬ 
currence  of  this  name. 

This  Henry  Kemp,  was  evidently  an  attorney,  as  he  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Inner  Temple.  His  will  was  proved  1684.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Ann  Yorke  or  Yorks  of  Bassettbury,  Lydiard  Tregoze,  and 
of  Millford,  Hampshire.  This  new  name  of  Henry,  appears  in 
successive  generations  of  the  Poole,  Kemps  of  Dorset;  Henry  left 
a  son,  Edward  III. 

Edward  Kemp  III,  son  of  Henry,  HK  sets  out  in  his  chart: 

Was  living  in  1684,  perhaps  ancestor  of  the  Kemp,  and  Kemp- 
Welch,  families  of  Poole,  and  Christchurch. ”  The  first  genera¬ 
tion  of  such  Poole  Kemps,  begins  with  Martin  Kemp,  born 
"about  1723,”  which  was  only  thirty-nine  years  after  this  Ed¬ 
ward  III  was  known  to  be  living. 


Lucy  Kemp- Welch,  artist.  A  descendant  of  Martin  Kemp,  of  Poole. 

shown,  over  the  Archbishop’s  tomb. 


She  drew  the  "canopy” 
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Chapter  IX 

HK  does  not  trace  definitely  the  Ollantigh  Kemps,  further 
with  the  Kemps  of  Poole,  Dorset,  but  he  states  in  several  places, 
that  such  succession  appears  probable,  and  "believed”  true.  He 
treats  the  Dorset  Kemps,  directly  following  the  Hampshire 
descendants  of  the  first  Edward  of  Ollantigh,  and  in  an  earlier 
chapter  under  the  title  of  Kemps  of  Wye,  HK  says: 

"It  must  not,  however,  be  thought  that,  with  the  death 
of  the  last  Sir  Thomas  Kempe  of  Wye  (1  590-  circa  1606), 
that  the  family  became  extinct.  Those  branches  best 
known,  which  continued  much  later,  are  those  of  Slindon, 
Sussex,  the  issue  of  Edward  Kemp  of  Hampshire,  who  spread 
into  Herefordshire,  Buckinghamshire  and  other  counties; 
and  it  seems  that  the  Kemps  of  Dorset  were  also  of  the 
Ollantigh  stock,  as  they  were  land  holders  in  Hampshire, 
and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  their  properties  appear  to  be 
close  to,  if  not  identical  with  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Archbishop’s  family.  The  exact  connection,  however,  has 
not  been  traced.”  Again  in  relating  a  marriage  of  a  Quaker 
Kemp,  in  another  district,  with  a  man  from  Poole  in  1813, 
HK  adds  in  brackets:  "It  is  noteworthy  that  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage,  the  ancestors  of  the  Kemp- Welches  were 
important  townsmen  of  Poole,  and  their  religious  views  were 
almost  as  strict  as  those  of  the  Quakers.  It  is,  however,  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  Kemps  of  Poole,  were  descendants  of  the 
Hampshire  branch  of  the  Ollantigh  family.” 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
Artist  Lucy  Kemp-Welch,  a  descendant  of  the  Martin  Kemp. 
She  explains  that  the  difficulty  in  establishing  the  record  of  the 
parentage  of  this  Martin,  is  probably  due  to: 

"The  fact  that  the  parish  church  of  Poole  having  been 
burned  and  most  of  the  records  destroyed,  is  accountable 
for  the  weak  place  in  the  pedigree.  The  papers  relating  to 
the  birth  and  marriage  of  Martin  Kemp  1723,  were  de¬ 
stroyed,  or  partially  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  church  of  Poole. 
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It  is  probable  that  the  name  of  Martin,  was  derived  from 
the  surname,  and  there  are  several  instances  of  Kemps  mar¬ 
rying  Martins  circa  1722.  The  names  of  these  Martins  and 
Kemps,  identify  them  with  the  Buckingham  Branch  of  the 
New  Forest  Kemps,  and  thus  kin  to  John  Kemp,  M.P.,  for 
Christchurch.  It  is  almost  certain  that  Martin  Kemp  of 
Poole,  derived  his  name  from  these  Martins,  and  that  he  was 
kin  to  the  Hampshire  Kemps.  The  Kemp- Welch  family 
held  property  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  .  .  I  am  enclosing  a 
sketch  of  Sir  John  Kemp  as  it  is  today  in  the  church  of 
Boldre  in  the  New  Forest  Hampshire.  The  two  inscriptions 
are  above  and  below  the  alabaster  Portrait  Bust,  which  is 
full  size.  I  made  a  careful  study  of  it  in  my  sketch  book, 
when  last  there.” 

It  will  be  recalled  that  this  Sir  John  Kemp  was  before  shown 
to  have  been  a  grandson  of  the  first  Edward,  of  New  Forest, 
and  also  that  the  sons  of  this  Edward,  both  Francis  and  Robert, 
and  Francis,  the  son  of  Robert,  were  each  residents  of  Bucks,  or 
Buckingham,  mentioned. 

With  her  letter,  Lucy  Kemp-Welch,  sent  me  a  wax  impres¬ 
sion  from  a  seal  that  has  been  in  possession  of  her  family  since 
circa  1795,  showing  the  Kemp  crest,  with  the  pelican  "in  her 
piety”  surmounting  a  sheaf,  and  the  motto  "Lucem  Spero”  used 
over  the  arms  of  Kemp.  She  also  referred  to  two  "signet  rings 
used  by  the  Archbishop,  with  the  pelican  on  them,”  now  in  the 
British  museum.  HK,  in  writing  of  the  descendants  of  Martin 
Kemp,  of  Poole,  states  that  another  member  of  the  Kemp-Welch 
family,  was  in  possession  of  an  old  signet  ring,  on  which  appears 
the  Arms  of  Welch  quartered  with  the  Kempes  of  Kent,  or  Ol- 
lantigh  branch. 

Harriet  Kemp  Ward  (described  in  Part  III),  another  des¬ 
cendant  of  Martin  Kemp,  related  to  her  grandchildren,  that  the 
arms  (crest)  of  her  Kemp  family,  showed  a  pelican  pecking 
her  breast  to  provide  blood  to  feed  her  young.”  Her  son,  the 
Reverend  George  Kemp  Ward  (M.A.,  Princeton,  and  a  Genealo- 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


19 


gist),  in  preparing  an  outline  of  my  ancestors  in  1926,  named 
the  same  Martin  Kemp,  as  a  descendant  in  line  from  the  first  Ed¬ 
ward,  son  of  Sir  William  of  Ollantigh.  He  based  his  conclusions 
and  report  upon  this  history  published  by  HK,  and  deemed  it 
sufficient  to  merely  report:  ''Generation  missing,”  preceding  Mar¬ 
tin,  born  1723.  HK  further  shows  that  Martin  Kemp,  of  Poole, 
devised:  "Leasehold  estates  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,”  and  in  his  chap¬ 
ter  on  the  Kemps  of  Hampshire  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  he  shows 
that  Thomas  Kemp,  grandson  of  Sir  William  Kemp  of  Ollan¬ 
tigh,  married  Mary  Oglander,  and  named  Sir  John  Oglander  as 
a  relative  in  his  will;  and  that  John  Kemp,  the  son  of  Thomas,  in 
his  will  devised:  "Lands  in  Bewley,  Christchurch,  Boldre,  Whip- 
pingham,  and  Chalfleete,  the  last  two  being  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight. — Among  the  legatees  are  William  Oglander,  Esq.”  In  the 
National  Geographic  Magazine  (Washington  and  London),  Jan¬ 
uary,  193  5,  number,  the  first  3  5  pages  are  devoted  to  an  inter¬ 
esting  sketch  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  past  and  present.  In  this 
article  Sir  John  Oglander,  who  was  named  in  the  wi  11  of  John 
Kemp,  is  frequently  mentioned  as  an  important  descendant  of 
one  of  those  who  came  in  with  William  the  Conqueror.  These 
close  connections  between  the  landed  interests  of  the  family  of 
Martin  Kemp,  and  the  landed  interests  of  his  neighbors  from  the 
Ollantigh  branch,  and  devises  made  in  the  wills  of  the  parties, 
may  be  considered  as  material  circumstances  for  evidence  of  re¬ 
lationship  between  the  families,  as  stated  by  HK. 

All  these  points  are  entitled  to  be  shown  for  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  consideration  of  the  descendants  of  the  Kemps,  from 
Poole.  The  continuation  of  the  Ollantigh  names  of  John,  Fran¬ 
cis,  Frances,  Thomas,  George,  Edward,  and  Henry,  through  the 
later  Poole  generations,  as  well  as  the  proximity  of  the  domiciles 
of  the  many  of  the  known  Ollantigh  and  Poole  Kemps,  are  also 
to  be  noted.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  group  of  coun¬ 
ties  where  both  the  known  Kemps  of  Ollantigh,  and  the  Kemps 
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of  Poole  resided,  has  a  combined  area  smaller  than  many  single 
counties  in  the  United  States,  and  that  all  of  England  and  Wales 
combined  are  smaller  than  South  Carolina. 

HK  says  in  his  preface:  "The  longer  one  studies  pedigrees, 
the  more  one  realizes  how  difficult  it  is  to  adduce  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  in  proof  of  descent  from  a  family  or  individual,  living  at 
a  remote  period.”  He  criticizes  several  other  Kemp  families,  for 
asserting  claims  to  relationship  with  the  ancient  and  historic 
Kemps  of  Ollantigh,  but  as  shown,  he  appears  after  many  years 
of  distinterested  research  covering  scores  of  Kemp  families,  to 
have  formed  the  opinion  that  the  Kemps  of  Poole  might  be  well 
justified  in  making  such  claims.  He  traces  his  own  ancestry,  on 
a  chart,  back  through  Kemp  families  of  Middlesex  County,  to 
an  escheator  to  the  King,  for  that  county  in  13  89,  but  he  neither 
shows  or  claims  any  ancestors  in  the  Ollantigh  branch.  When 
we  recall  that  Sir  William  Kemp  and  Lady  Eleanor  Kemp,  left 
twelve  children  in  near-by  Kent,  and  that  at  least  one  son  Ed¬ 
ward,  settled  at  Conns,  Hampshire,  adjacent  New  Forest  and 
Poole,  and  he  in  turn  left  several  children  there,  it  should  not 
seem  strange  that  the  Kemps  of  Poole  should  be  descendants  from 
the  Ollantigh  family,  as  indicated  by  the  various  circumstances, 
facts  and  marriages.  The  artist  clearly  expressed  the  idea,  as  shown 
in  Chapter  XI:  "All  the  Kemps  of  Poole  are  related.” 

I  will  close  this  Part  I  by  another  extract  from  the  intro¬ 
duction  written  by  John  Tabor  Kemp,  to  the  HK  history: 

"I  hope  for  Light”  expresses  the  feeling  with  which 
many  readers  will  open  the  present  work.  Light  which  will 
reveal  to  them,  fragments  of  history  in  which  they  may 
justly  feel  a  peculiar  pride.  Lucent  Spero,  again,  may  voice 
the  hope  that  something  herein  recorded  may  in  some  way 
be  helpful  in  their  own  lives,  if  only  by  directing  their  at¬ 
tention  to  forgotten  worthies. 


End  of  Part  I 
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PART  II 


John  Knox  (1505-1  572).  "The  Great  Scotch  Reformer.”  One  of  the  ancestors  on  the  maternal 
side,  of  the  Kemp  family  of  Poole.  "The  intellectual  impulse  which  the  Reformation 
communicated,  is  still  in  full  force  and  will  never  fade  away”  (Universal  Dictionary). 

"John  Knox  never  feared  the  face  of  man.” 


Martin  Kemp,  and  Mary  Welch  of  Poole,  England, 
and  Some  Members  of  the  Next 
Two  Generations 


"Every  noble  life  leaves  a  fibre  of  it,  inter  woven  into  the  fabric  of  the 
world'"’  (John  Ruskin.) 

Chapter  X 


MARTIN  KEMP 


H  ITCHIN-KEMP  heads  the  Poole  Kemps,  with  the  first 
Martin  Kemp,  previously  mentioned.  Ele  was  an  active 
business  man,  and  both  he  and  his  oldest  son  George,  and  his 
youngest  son  Martin,  were  long  known  as  prominent  citizens  of 
Poole.  In  this  chapter  we  will  follow  the  elder  Martin.  Under 
the  title  of  the  "Kemps  of  Dorset,”  HK  says: 
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"Their  ancestors,  the  Welchs,  had  long  been  settled  at 
Beaulieu,  Lymington  and  Christchurch,  but  it  is  not  known 
yet  how  Martin  Kemp  of  Poole  was  connected  with  those 
recorded  in  our  last  chapter  (Kemps  of  Ollantigh).  We 
suggest  that  it  is  probable  that  the  name  of  Martin,  as  a 
Christian  name,  was  derived  from  the  surname,  as  we  know 
of  several  instances  previous  to  this  date  of  birth  circa  1723, 
where  Martins’  married  Kemps.  ...  We  know  that  he  mar¬ 
ried  at  Poole  and  the  16th  day  of  April,  175  5,  Mary,  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Welch  of  Lymington.  .  .  .  He  was  bur¬ 
ied  at  Poole,  1772.  His  will  was  proved  in  London  within 
two  months  of  his  death.  (P.C.C.  297  Taverner).  Therein 
he  is  described  as  a  merchant  of  Poole  and  he  bequeathed  to 
his  wife  his  household  goods  absolutely  and  the  leasehold  es¬ 
tates  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  her  for  life,  after  which  this 
and  his  residuary  estate  was  to  be  divided  among  his  chil¬ 
dren.  .  .  .  The  property,  consisting  largely  of  the  merchant 
business,  which  in  accordance  with  the  directions  in  the 
will,  was  cardied  on  by  John  Green  of  Poole  and  John  Hol¬ 
den  of  the  City  of  London,  banker,  until  the  oldest  child 
George  could  manage  it.  The  business  proved  to  be  well 
founded  and  under  its  new  management  prospered  ex¬ 
ceedingly."’ 

HK  shows  in  his  chart  that  Martin  Kemp  of  Poole,  married 
Mary  Welch,  daughter  of  Robert  Welch  of  Lymington,  born 
173  5,  died  1805,  and  buried  at  Christchurch.  (It  will  be  re¬ 
called  that  the  boroughs  of  Lymington  and  Christchurch,  were 
formerly  represented  in  Parliament  by  Sir  John  Kemp,  of  the 
Ollantigh  family.) 

Record  of  the  children  of  the  first  Martin  was  entered  in 
his  "prayer  book,”  dated  1752.  This  record  was  copied  by  his 
great  granddaughter,  Fannie  Kemp  Furner,  and  is  copied  from 
her  letter  to  me,  as  follows: 

"Copied  from  Common  Prayer  Book,  date  MDCCLII.”  . 

1.  George  Kemp  b.  Feb.  8,  17  56  Sunday  morning  about  one. 


2.  Thomas 

3.  Mary 

4.  John 

5.  Martin 

6.  Mary  2nd 

7.  James 

8.  Martin  Kemp 
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b.  Feb.  3,  1758  d.  Sunday  15  May  1763. 
b.  April  19,  1760  d.  Saturday  27  May  1764. 
b.  June  2  3,  1762  Wednesday  and  had  smallpox  when  a 
fortnight  died  November  22,  183  3. 
b.  Oct.  22,  1764  Monday,  died  23  March  1769. 
b.  Sept.  20,  1768  Tues.  8  o’clock  in  morning, 
b.  Monday  morn.  9  o’clock  Oct.  8,  1770  half  past  one, 
died  June  16,  1836. 

born  Sat.  night  7  Nov.  1772,  half  past  11,  died  11  June 
1837.” 


The  above  were  the  children  of  Martin  and  Mary  Kemp,  my  great  grand¬ 
father  and  great  grandmother.”  (HK  gives  the  same  names.) 

(Signed)  Fannie  Kemp  Furner.” 

The  youngest  son,  also  named  Martin,  was  born  1772,  about 
four  months  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Watts,  born  1780,  a  relative  of  Isaac  Watts,  "the  Devine,” 
author  of  "The  Shorter  Catechism,”  and  of  over  600  hymns,  and 
many  children’s  rhymes,  including  the  Busy  Bee  and  the  Slug¬ 
gard.  In  179  5  by  royal  license  from  King  George  III,  costing 
5  00  pounds  ($2500),  Martin  Kemp,  Jr.,  added  the  name  of 
Welch,  to  Kemp,  and  thereby  inherited  a  fortune  from  his  ma¬ 
ternal  Uncle  George  Welch,  a  banker  of  London.  From  this  last 
marriage  was  established  the  Kemp-Welch  family,  of  whom  Lucy 
Kemp-Welch  and  her  sister  Edith  herein  mentioned  are  members. 

The  first  Martin  Kemp  was  connected  with  the  Congre- 
gationalists,  but  his  above  use  of  the  prayer  book,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  record  indicates  a  prior  connection  with  the  established 
church.  Bernard  C.  Short,  borough  librarian,  published  a  "His¬ 
tory  of  Poole,”  in  1932,  containing  2  58  pages,  in  which  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  Kemp,  Gosse,  Miller,  Welch,  and  Martin,  are  frequently 
mentioned.  He  devotes  several  chapters  to  the  churchs,  and 
shows  that,  beginning  circa  1700,  some  of  the  attendants  of  the 
established  church  became  involved  in  disputes  concerning  bap¬ 
tism  and  other  dogmas,  and  in  1704,  the  first  small  congrega- 
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tional  meeting  house  was  erected.  That  in  1759,  the  "Arians”  or 
Unitarians  obtained  possession  of  this  house  and  excluded  the  pas¬ 
tor,  who  then  ''Withdrew,”  Short  says:  "With  him  withdrew 
the  Kemps,  and  Millers  and  (five  others)  representing  families 
of  no  small  position  and  influence  in  the  town  of  Poole.”  He 
then  records  that  these  men  and  probably  others  in  1760,  drew 
up  a  unique  form  of  constitution  for  a  new  church.  This  pro¬ 
vided  among  other  things: 

"That  we,  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting  house  to 
which  these  writings  belong,  are  trustees  to  secure  as  far 
as  we  can,  a  real  Gospel  interest — for  advancing  Christ’s 
honor  after  the  manner  of  the  Calvinian  Reformed  religion 
abroad.  That  the  rights  of  all  contributors  be  asserted — in 
all  things  of  common  concern  to  the  whole  community. 
That  the  liberty  of  the  communicants  be  secured  in  all 
transactions  according  to  Christ’s,  their  Congregational  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  Church  Covenant.” 

Short  then  proceeds: 

"When  making  a  resume  of  the  names  of  those  who 
worked  so  conscientiously  in  the  erection  of  this  new  meet¬ 
ing  house,  we  must  pay  particular  attention  to  the  memory 
of  Martin  Kemp ,  who  by  his  strength  of  will  and  steadfast¬ 
ness  of  purpose,  inspired  untold  courage  in  the  hearts  of 
his  comrades.  He  proved  a  veritable  rock  against  which  the 
waves  of  trouble  and  anxiety  beat  but  in  vain.  His  descen¬ 
dants  will  be  remembered,  too,  as  having  given,  in  their 
turn,  freely  and  without  hesitation,  wherever  it  was  possi¬ 
ble  to  confer  privileges  or  favours  upon  the  church.  Mar¬ 
tin  Kemp  was  a  deacon  from  1760  until  1772,  which  was 
the  year  of  his  death.” 

Lucy  Kemp-Welch  and  her  sister  Edith,  an  antiquary,  sent 
me  copies  of  their  old  family  records,  left  by  their  grandfather 
Martin  Kemp-Welch  2nd,  born  1804.  The  records  show  the  pedi¬ 
gree  of  Mary  Welch,  who  married  the  first  Martin  Kemp  in  175  5 
and  became  an  ancestor  of  both  the  Kemp,  and  Kemp-Welch  j 
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families  of  Poole.  This  pedigree,  which  includes  John  Welch  of 
Ayr,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Knox,  the  Scotch  reformer,  is  as 
follows: 

1.  John  Welch  of  Ayr,  b.  1  570.  d.  1623.  m.  1  595,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  Knox,  and  left  a  son  Josiah. 

2.  Josiah  Welch,  preached  in  Ireland  and  was  called  "Cock  of  the  con¬ 
science.”  Died  in  London  1681,  and  left  a  son  John. 

3.  John  Welch,  b.  1650-1660,  d.  At  Beaulieu,  Hants,  left  a  son  Robert. 

4.  Robert  Welch,  baptized  1684,  m.  1709  Barbara  Waller,  left  a  daughter 
Mary. 

5.  MARY  WELCH,  b.  173  5,  m.  Martin  Kemp  175  5.  d.  1805,  and  left 

several  children,  including  George  Kemp,  b.  1756  the  eldest  and  Martin  Kemp 

b.  1772,  the  youngest.  The  latter  by  Royal  license  1795  added  the  name  of 
Wtlch,  to  make  Kemp-Welch,  and  left  a  son  Martin. 

6.  Martin  Kemp-Welch,  2nd.  b.  1804,  left  a  son  Edwin  Buckland 

Kemp. 

7.  Edwin  Buckland  Kemp-Welch,  b.  1  834,  married  Elizabeth  Oakes, 

1867  and  left  two  daughters. 

8.  Lucy  Kemp-Welch  b.  1869  at  Bournemouth,  and  Edith  Kemp-Welch, 
b.  1870,  both  residing  at  Kingsley,  Bushey,  Herts,  1939. 

The  copies  of  such  old  family  records  so  sent  by  Miss  Lucy 
and  her  sister  Edith,  also  give  interesting  data  concerning  the 
first  John  Welch  and  wife  Elizabeth  Knox,  ancestors  of  the  wife 
of  Martin  Kemp,  as  follows:  "This  Elizabeth  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Knox,  'Apostle  of  Scotland,’  and  Margaret  Stewart,  of 
Scotland,  a  descendant  of  Robert  II,  and  a  daughter  of  Lord 
Ochiltree.  This  John  Welch  was  a  prominent  preacher  of  dis¬ 
senting  doctrines,  and  a  leader  of  the  Calvinistic  covenanters  who 
later  were  the  object  of  the  Claverhouser’s  cavalry  search  in  the 
mountains  of  Scotland.  (See  Scott’s  Old  Mortality) .  John  Welch 
preached  till  1603,  then  James  VI  (of  Scotland,  later  James  I  of 
England)  offered  him  Episcopacy,  which  being  rejected,  he  was 
imprisoned  in  Edinburgh  Castle,  and  later  was  banished.  He  then 
preached  in  France  for  17  years,  until  the  King  consented  to  his 
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return  to  England — but  not  to  Scotland.  He  then  crossed  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  a  part  of  Hampshire.  The  notes  add:  You  will 
see  by  this,  how  the  Welch  family  though  Scotch,  came  to  the 
south  of  England.  John  preached  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  after 
leaving  France,  and  from  thence  the  Welches  went  to  Beaulieu 
(in  same  country).  That  by  frequent  and  long  prayers,  the  flesh 
of  his  knees  was  hard  and  callous  like  horn.” 

From  this  information,  we  can  understand,  how  the  first 
Martin  Kemp,  with  his  marriage  and  associations  with  the  im¬ 
portant  Welches,  became  an  active  dissenter,  although  perhaps 
formerly  connected  with  the  established  church.  The  references 
in  the  described  church  constitution,  to,  "Calvinian”  and 
"Church  Covenant,”  indicates  impressions  gained  from  Knox, 
and  the  Welches.  On  checking  these  family  records  and  notes  , 
sent  by  the  antiquary,  with  standard  publications  in  the  Seattle 
Carnegie  Library,  we  find  corroboration.  Both  Chambers’  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  and  Thornton-Cook,  show  that  Robert  II  was  King  of 
Scotland  1371-90,  and  that  his  mother  was  Marjory,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  the  Bruce.  ("The  most  heroic  of  the  Scottish  Kings; 
he  burned  the  castle  of  Ayr  1296  to  prevent  it  falling  into  the 

i 

hands  of  the  English  after  the  defeat  of  Wallace,  and  freed  Scot¬ 
land  from  England  1328  and  died  1329.”)  Robert  II  was  thus  a 
grandson  of  the  Bruce.  Chambers’  shows  that  the  ruins  of  the 
castle  of  Turnbury,  the  family  seat  of  King  Bruce,  is  near  Ayr, 
and  that  Robert  Burns  was  born  in  the  vicinity.  We  may  here 
recall  that  HK  charted  the  ancestry  of  Alice  Scott,  wife  of  first 
Sir  William  Kemp,  back  to  "Saint”  David  I,  of  Scotland,  1125- 
1153.  | 

A  picture  of  John  Knox  is  shown  at  front  of  this  book.  Al¬ 
though  many  histories  have  been  written  on  the  life  of  John 
Knox,  their  pages  are  devoted  principally  to  his  mighty  fight  for 
Reformation,  and  little  is  told  of  his  family;  only  a  few  lines 
here  and  there  being  found.  He  was  a  contemporary  with  Cal- 
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vin.  Andrew  Lang  in  '"John  Knox  and  the  Reformation,”  men¬ 
tions  that  "Regent  Morton  (earlier  Chancellor  of  Scotland),  ut¬ 
tered  beside  Knox’s  open  grave:  'Here  lies  one  who  never  feared 
the  face  of  man.’  ”  In  another  place,  Lang  mentioned  inciden¬ 
tally:  "Lord  Ochildtree,  a  Stewart,  later  Knox’s  father-in-law.” 

Albert  Currier,  in  his  "Life  of  Knox”  relates  another  con¬ 
firmatory  incident,  a  gem  worthy  of  reproduction: 

"John  Knox  married  a  second  wife,  Margaret  Stewart, 
much  younger  than  himself  (only  17  years  of  age),  of 
noble  family — a  distant  kinswoman  of  the  Queen.  'By  sor¬ 
cery  and  witchcraft,’  says  a  Catholic  detractor  of  Knox, 
'he  did  so  allure  the  poor  gentlewoman  that  she  could  not 
live  without  him.’  By  her  he  had  three  daughters,  the 
youngest  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  became  the  wife  of  the 
FAMOUS  JOHN  WELSH  OF  AYR.  When  Welsh,  exiled 
from  Scotland  on  account  of  his  opposition  to  the  eccles¬ 
iastical  policy  of  James  I  of  England  (and  VI  of  Scotland) 
failed  in  health,  he  was  recommended  by  his  physician  to 
visit  Scotland  for  the  benefit  of  his  native  air.  His  wife  ap¬ 
plied  personally  to  the  King  for  the  needed  permission.  The 
reported  colloquy  between  them  proved  her  a  true  daughter 
of  Knox:  'Who  was  your  father?’  asked  the  King.,  (An¬ 
swer)  'JOHN  KNOX.’  'Knox  and  Welsh,’  exclaimed  the 
King.  'The  devil  never  made  sic  a  match  as  that.’  'May  be,’ 
she  answered,  'for  we  never  spiered  (asked)  his  leave.’  King 
James  told  her  that  her  husband  might  return  to  Scotland, 
if  he  would  submit  to  the  bishops.  'Please,  your  majesty,’ 
she  exclaimed,  extending  her  apron,  (I  would  rather  kep 
(catch)  his  head  here.’  ” 

The  artist,  Miss  Lucy,  also  sent  me  a  wax  impression  from 
an  old  seal  possessed  by  her  family  since  circa  1795,  showing  a 
crest  comprising  a  horned  and  collared  antelope,  sitting  chained 
above  three  fishes.  On  examining  the  Burke  authority  (ante) 
we  find  this  approved,  as  follows:  "Welch  or  Welsh,  sa.  three 
salmons,  naint.  ar.  An  antelope,  sejant,  armed,  collared  .  .  . 
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lined,  or.”  This  as  liberally  translated  means  (Arms)  a  black 
field,  over  which  three  salmon  swim,  surrounded  by  a  silver  edge 
(crest).  A  horned  antelope  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  a  collar 
around  its  neck  and  a  gilded  edge. 

From  the  foregoing  chapters,  the  descendants  of  the  first 
Martin  Kemp  of  Poole,  may  choose  to  claim  that  his  ancestors 
extended  back  through  the  Ollantigh  Kemps,  by  Alice  Scott 
Kemp,  to  David  I,  of  Scotland;  and  through  Lady  Eleanor  Kemp 
and  Plantagenets  to  Henry  I,  son  of  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
also  to  Alfred  the  Great.  That  the  ancestors  of  Mary  Welch, 
wife  of  Martin  Kemp,  extended  back  through  the  wife  of  John 
Knox,  to  Robert  II,  grandson  of  Robert  the  Bruce  of  Scotland, 
or  at  least  to  a  kinswoman  of  the  Scottish  Queen,  referred  to  by 
the  biographer  Currier. 

In  the  Ollantigh  Kemp  line,  appears  Sir  Thomas  Kemp, 
whose  son  was  John  Kemp,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  the 
established  church  of  England,  and  also  appointed  a  Cardinal 
in  the  Church  of  Rome.  On  the  opposite  side  was  the  warrior 
John  Knox,  the  ardent  fighter  for  reformation.  Some  readers 
may  decide  to  quote  from  King  James,  and  say,  "The  Devil  never 
made  sic  a  match  as  that.”  Others  may  prefer  to  paraphrase 
from  the  writer,  Thomas  Fuller,  and  say:  The  descendants  of 
former  opposing  factions  became  united  by  the  marriage  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Kemp,  and  Mary  Welch,  into  one  peaceful  family  posie. 

We  will  next  follow  George  Kemp  Sr.,  or  1st,  the  eldest 
son  of  Martin  Kemp,  and  wife,  Mary  Welch. 
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George  Kemp  I  (  1  756-1  845,  son  of  Martin  Kemp  of  Poole)  with  his  wife  Sarah  Gosse  Kemp. 

Chapter  XI 
GEORGE  KEMP  I 

GEORGE  KEMP,  hereinafter  designated  as  George  I,  Sr.,  or 
1st,  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  Martin  Kemp  and  Mary 
Welch  Kemp,  was  born  175  6,  died  1845.  HK  shows  two  mar¬ 
riages,  the  first  with  Sarah,  and  the  second  with  Elizabeth 
Pearce,  a  widow.  Ele  names  four  children  by  the  first  marriage; 
George,  Elenry  Mary,  and  Sarah.  Ele  shows  that  the  son  George, 
hereinafter  designated  as  George  II,  or  Jr.,  moved  to  America 
and  died  in  Michigan.  That  the  son  Henry  had  a  daughter,  El¬ 
len  K.  (she  married  Dr.  Arink  in  Rochester,  New  York)  ;  also 
a  son  Francis,  and  another  son  Thomas,  familiar  names,  but  he 
does  not  name  any  children  by  the  second  marriage.  These,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  supplied  by  a  great  granddaughter,  Fannie  Kemp 
Furner.  She  gives  the  same  names  for  the  children  of  the  first 
wife,  Sarah  Gosse,  born  1763,  married  1780,  and  died  1813.  These 
names  she  copied  from  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  as  follows: 
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"1.  Sarah  Kemp 

2.  Mary  Kemp 

3.  George  Kemp 

4.  Kemp 

5.  Henry  Kemp 

6.  Henry  Kemp  2nd 

7.  Martin  Kemp 


b.  Feb.  16,  1782,  Monday  morning,  7  o’clock, 
b.  Feb.  7,  178  3  Friday  Morning  half  past  two. 
b.  Oct.  14,  1784  Thursday  Morn.  1  o’clock. 

A  female  infant  born  March  24,  1786  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  half  past  two,  died  2  April  1786. 
b.  16  July  1787  Monday  Night  11:45. 
d.  29  March  178  8  Saturday  Evening  9  o’clock, 
b.  2  March  1789  Monday  Morning  11  o’clock, 
b.  2 1  May  1790  Friday  Evening  half  past  8. 
d.  in  a  few  weeks  after. 


So  far  copied  from  the  Common  Prayer  Book. 

(Signed)  F.  Kemp  Furner.” 

She  then  gave  the  following: 

"George  Kemp  Elizabeth  (Pearce)  Knight 

(Second  wife  of  George  K. 

M.  1815  D.  1856 

1.  Martin  Kemp  b.  7  Feb.  1817  15  mm.  after  2  o’clock  morning. 

2.  Anna  ’’  b.  Jan.  4,  1819,  one  o’clock  morning. 

3  &  4.  Matilda  and  Ellen,  twins,  b.  4  Oct.  1829  about  Mid-day. 

5.  Frances  Kemp  b.  Friday  1/4  before  9  in  evening  21  June  1822. 

6.  Charles  ”  b.  Monday  morning  10  May  1824  1  2  past  one. 

7.  Mary  ”  b.  Wed.  23  Jan.  1  828  3  o’clock  afternoon,  d.  age  16 

My  grandfather  Kemp’s  2nd  family.  My  dear  mother  was  Frances  the 
5  th  child.” 

Miss  Furner  never  married.  She  was  born  in  18  52,  and 
lived  in  or  about  Bournemouth,  near  Poole,  most  of  her  life  and 
died  in  193  6  at  the  age  of  84.  Between  1932  and  up  to  the  time 
of  her  death  she  corresponded  with  Ethel  Waters,  of  Rochester 
and  with  me,  and  reported  many  family  incidents.  She  related 
that  George  Kemp  I  had  refused  to  permit  his  daughter  Mary  to 
marry  an  apothecary,  as  beneath  her,  and  he  then  built  what  he 
named  "Creekmore  Cottage”  for  her  and  for  other  unmarried 
daughters.  She  said  she  had  visited  this  cottage  and  found  it  was 
really  a  "villa”  about  three  miles  from  Poole.  She  related  that 
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one  of  the  ships  owned  by  George  I,  on  a  return  voyage  from 
the  Mediterranean,  had  brought  a  genuine  Stradivarious  violin 
which  was  frequently  used  for  parties  in  Poole.  She  told  of  tak¬ 
ing  walks  in  New  Forest  (where  the  first  Edward  of  Ollantigh 
settled) ,  also  into  Poole,  all  near  her  home  at  Bournemouth,  over¬ 
looking  the  sea.  She  wrote  of  visiting  an  art  display  at  Parkstone 
in  1934,  a  former  suburb  of  Poole,  saying: 

"This  year  it  was  extra  good,  and  our  mutual  relation 
(distant  cousin)  Lucy  Kemp-Welch,  the  celebrated  artist, 
kindly  put  in  a  wonderful  picture  of  horses.  Some  art  critics 
whose  job  it  is  to  criticise  the  pictures,  said  that  it’s  'above 
criticism,’  which  was  quite  true.  When  I  got  close  to  it,  at 
last,  through  the  crowd  around  it,  I  actually  started  back; 
it  seemed  as  though  the  horses  would  spring  out  of  canvas 
onto  me.  What  wonderful  talent  to  be  able  to  paint  like 
that.  Councillor  Herb.  Carter  (former  Mayor  of  Poole) 
introduced  me  to  her.  She  was  charming,  and  said,  'So  you 
are  a  Kemp,  too.  Well  then  we  are  cousins,  for  all  Kemps 
of  Poole  are  related.’  ” 

Sarah  Gosse,  first  wife  of  George  I,  was  an  aunt  of  Phillip 
Gosse,  F.R.S.  Naturalist,  and  a  great  aunt  of  Edmond  Gosse  the 
historian.  Short,  in  his  history,  mentions  John  Gosse,  of  Poole, 
as  Owner  of  the  brig  "Oake  of  Poole.”  Sarah  Gosse  was  the 
eldest  daughter  of  William  Gosse,  of  Ringwood,  Hampshire. 
William  Gosse  was  born  1714,  died  1784  and  had  twelve  chil¬ 
dren.  He  was  a  wealthy  cloth  manufacturer  of  Ringwood, 
where  his  family  had  been  in  the  same  business  since  the  reign 
of  Charles  II. 

George  Kemp  I,  resided  in  a  large  red  brick  mansion,  or 
"grand  estate”  on  Market  Street,  in  Poole.  This  had  been  built 
in  1764  by  Peter  Thompson,  who  had  been  High  Sheriff  of 
Surrey  in  1745,  and  M.P.  for  St.  Albans  1747-1754.  It  is  un¬ 
certain  whether  this  property  was  acquired  by  Martin  Kemp 
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and  inherited  by  his  son  George,  or  whether  the  latter  had 
bought  it  after  his  fortune  had  grown.  Newspapers  rated  his 
worth  at  $1,2  5  0,000,  which  was  considerable  in  those  days. 
George  Kemp  lived  there  for  many  years  and  until  his  death, 
and  many  of  his  children  were  born  there,  probably  including 
his  son  George  II,  or  Jr.  Later  it  was  owned  by  a  Poole  man, 
named  Norton,  and  was  devised  by  him  in  perpetuity  for  an 
art  school.  It  was,  however,  afterward  used  as  a  museum,  and 
during  the  Great  War  of  1914-1918  was  called  Cornelia  Hos¬ 
pital.  With  exception  of  these  periods,  it  was  for  thirty  years 
preceding  1932,  used  by  city  officers  as  a  municipal  building, 
and  was  a  "hive  of  industry.”  In  1932  it  was  remodeled  and 
has  since  been  used  both  for  municipal  purposes  and  as  an  art 
school.  It  contained  a  valuable  stained  glass  window  on  a  stair¬ 
way,  showing  grape  vines  and  grapes  as  mentioned  by  Miss 
burner.  A  picture  of  this  old  home  is  shown  on  another  page, 
reproduced  from  a  postal  card  she  had  sent  to  me. 

Bernard  Short,  in  his  history,  after  telling  of  Martin  Kemp, 
adds: 

Mention  must  here  be  made  of  one  of  his  sons,  Mr. 
George  Kemp  who  ultimately  became  one  of  the  most 
noteworthy  men  of  his  day  in  the  town  of  Poole.  He  fig¬ 
ured  among  the  most  influential  inhabitants  of  his  time, 
and  was  able  to  exercise  untold  influence  upon  matters  of 
importance.  He  lived  to  a  good  age,  passing  away  as  he 
did  in  his  eighty-ninth  year,  having  served  as  a  deacon  of 
his  church  for  sixty-four  years.  Some  at  this  time  knew 
him  better  as  'Old  George  Kemp,’  and  irreverent  ones  as 
'Georgy.’  At  all  events  he  was  recognized  by  every  one 
under  the  well-known  title  of  the  'Aristocratic  Deacon.’ 
He  was  often  attired  in  a  black  coat  and  small  clothes,  silk 
stockings,  silver  buckled  shoes,  Hessian  boots  and  his  silver 
locks,  which  were  covered  by  a  shovel  hat,  were  tied  pig¬ 
tail  fashion,  and  hung  down  his  back  as  the  fashion  was  of 
the  last  century.” 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


33 

Miss  Furner  wrote: 

"The  younger  children  of  George  Kemp,  failed  to  take 
any  delight  in  the  pig-tail  worn  by  their  father,  and  one 
day  during  his  afternoon  siesta,  the  youngest  child  crept 
up  with  scissors  and  snipped  it  oft.  The  result  can  be  better 
imagined  than  described,  as  the  old  gentleman  was  decidedly 
peppery.  .  .  .  My  Aunt  Ellen  told  me  the  story  and  her  son, 
my  dear  Counsin  Will  (deceased)  showed  the  pig-tail  to 
me.  He  kept  it  carefully  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  tissue 
paper.” 

*«• 

Short,  tells  us  that  a  number  of  years  later  in  18  32,  when 
the  borough  or  town  of  Poole  had  about  6000  population  with 
practically  the  same  boundary  as  the  Parish  of  St.  James,  the 
established  church,  that  a  public  meeting  was  held  by  the  town 
burgesses,  a  member  of  which  was  Martin  Kemp- Welch,  the 
youngest  brother  of  George  I.  It  was  then  decided  to  have  a 
bridge  built  across  an  inlet  from  the  harbor  to  connect  with 
Hamworthy,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  Parliament  for  action.  Part  of  the  people  objected  to  the 
bridge  for  the  reason  that  it  would  specially  benefit  one  large 
property  owner.  Short,  then  says: 

"These  opponents  of  the  scheme,  called  a  vestry  meet¬ 
ing  (of  the  parish)  just  ten  days  later  .  .  .  and  passed  a  reso¬ 
lution  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  have  a  bridge  .  .  .  and  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  attended  with  unnecessary  ex¬ 
pense,  etc.  .  .  .  The  rector  of  St.  James,  and  Mr.  George 
Kemp,  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party  in  the  town,  were 
approached  and  informed  that  it  was  their  strict  duty  to 
go  up  to  London  at  once,  in  order  to  speak  against  the  whole 
idea. ...  To  travel  on  a  Sunday  was  very  much  against  the 
teaching  of  the  dignified  old  rector,  and  no  less  against  that 
of  the  worthy  Dissenting  Deacon,  but  for  once  they  waived 
their  own  personal  feelings,  and  for  the  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  general,  decided  to  forego  their  Sabbatarian  prin¬ 
ciples.  .  .  .  They  were  men  of  noteworthy  distinction  and 
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many  were  the  looks  of  veneration  cast  upon  them  by  passers- 
by  as  they  made  their  memorable  journey.  The  rector  we 
are  told  was  a  man  of  noble  bearing,  that  he  would  have 
stood  out  prominently,  yes,  even  in  a  crowd  of  a  thousand 
or  more,  while  Mr.  Kemp  was  even  more  attractive  in 
appearance.  .  .  .  Dressed  very  much  like  a  gentleman  of  the 
earlier  Georgian  Period,  his  pigtail  hanging  over  his  coat 
collar,  carried  onlookers  back  to  an  earlier  time  in  history, 
and  few  could  fail  to  be  attracted  by  his  general  bearing.” 

Nevertheless,  the  historian  proceeds  to  say,  their  protests 
before  the  Parliamentary  committee  failed,  and  the  bridge  was 
built — -but  the  entire  cost  of  the  same  was  borne  by  the  prop¬ 
erty  owner  so  specially  benefited.  This  bridge  linked  up  Ham¬ 
worthy  and  Poole,  with  the  main  road  to  Bournemouth  and 
London.  In  1932  Poole  had  grown  to  a  population  of  about 
60,000,  with  modern  stores,  including  "Woolworth’s.” 

In  193  8,  Archie  R.  Kemp,  of  New  York,  another  descend¬ 
ant  of  Martin  Kemp,  visited  Poole,  and  many  of  the  places  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  foregoing  pages,  and  wrote  me  an  interesting 
sketch  or  report  of  present  conditions  on  his  return.  This  is 
set  out  in  a  later  chapter,  XVI  of  Part  III,  concerning  him. 

Pictures  of  George  Kemp  I,  and  his  wife  Sarah  Gosse  Kemp, 
are  shown  together  on  another  page. 


End  of  Part  II 
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Home  of  George  Kemp  I,  built  1764.  In  use  by  city  of  Poole  1  939.  Pen  inscription  by 
Fannie  Kemp  Furner,  in  1  93  3,  granddaughter  of  George  Kemp  I. 

Birthplace  of  George  Kemp  II. 
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George  Kemp  II  (  1784-1  863,  son  of  George  Kemp  I),  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  Miller  Kemp. 

Emigrated  to  America  in  1  828. 
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PART  III 

George  Kemp  II,  and  Elizabeth  Miller  Kemp,  of 
Poole,  and  Most  of  Their  Descendants 
in  the  United  States 

"The  present,  like  a  note  in  music,  is  nothing  hut  as  it  appertains  to  what 
is  past  and  what  is  to  come  ”  (W.  S.  Landor.) 


Chapter  XII 


EORGE  KEMP,  Jr.,  or  II,  son  of  George  Kemp  I,  was 
born  in  1784,  and  as  reported  by  HK,  he  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Miller,  emigrated  and  died  in  Michigan  in  1863,  leaving 
issue  in  America. 


Elizabeth  Miller,  born  1784,  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Miller,  and  Elizabeth  Budden  Miller  of  Poole.  Her  ancestry 
has  been  traced  by  Ethel  Waters,  from  the  study  of  Hasted 
History  of  Kent,  and  from  that  of  William  Berry  and  the  Har- 
leian  Society,  and  an  outline  from  her  report  shows  as  follows: 

1.  Nicholas  Miller,  Gent,  of  Preston  in  Aylesford,  County  Kent.  Died 
1621.  He  obtained  the  Manor  called  "Sore”  near  Preston. 

2.  Sir  Nicholas  Miller  of  Horsnells  Crouch  in  Wrotham,  died  1640.  Made 
Sheriff  of  Kent,  by  Charles  I.  Brought  the  Manor  of  Wingfield. 

3.  Sir  Nicholas  Miller,  of  Oxenhoath.  Died  16  58,  left  four  sons  includ¬ 
ing  Humphrey,  who  resided  at  Oxenhoath,  and  was  made  a  Baronet.  Another 
son  was  Nicholas. 

4.  Sir  Nicholas  Miller,  also  resided  at  Oxenhoath,  and  also  acquired  Wing¬ 
field.  Died  in  1693. 

5.  Sir  Humphrey  Miller,  son  of  Sir  Nicholas  of  Oxenhoath,  died  circa 

1730. 

6.  Nicholas  Miller  Esq.,  son  of  Sir  Humphrey,  also  of  Oxenhoath  died 
175  0,  left  a  son  Richard. 

7.  Dr.  Richard  Miller,  of  Poole,  born  1744,  died  Dec.  6,  1802.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Budden  of  Poole.  She  had  a  sister  Jane,  who  married  Thomas 
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Kemp,  son  of  Martin  Kemp  and  Mary  Welch.  Richard  Miller  left  seven 
children,  including  Elizabeth,  born  1784,  who  married  George  Kemp  II. 

Ethel  Waters  sent  the  Miller  coat  of  arms  and  crest.  The 
same  arms  and  crest,  are  given  by  Burke,  as  follows: 

"Miller  Oxenhoath,  Co.  Kent  (Baronet  extinct  1714). 
Descended  from  Sir  Nicholas  Miller  Esq.,  of  Horsnells 
Crouch  in  Wrotham.  Sheriff  of  Kent,  8  Charles  I.  Erm. 
a  fesse  gu.  betw.  three  wolves  heads  erased,  asz.  Crest.  A 
wolf’s  head  erased.  As.  A  collared  erm.” 

(My  free  translation  being  (Arms)  Ermine  field,  a  portion 
red,  between  wolves  shaggy  heads,  blue  edges.  (Crest)  :  A 
shaggy  edged  wolf’s  head,  blue  field,  and  an  ermine  collar) . 

It  is  interesting  to  recall  from  the  HK  history,  that  the 
Kemps  of  Wye,  had  been  successively  sheriffs  of  Kent,  from 
circa  1400  almost  continually  till  the  death  of  the  last  Sir  Thomas 
Kemp,  circa  1590-1606.  We  now  find  that  Sir  Nicholas  Miller 
was  sheriff  of  same  county  in  1640.  HK  also  shows  that  the 
son  of  Sir  Thomas  Kemp  with  same  name,  was  sheriff  of  Kent, 
circa  1626  (and  was  a  nephew  of  Edward  Kemp,  who  settled 
in  New  Forest)  and  inherited  the  Manor  of  Preston  in  Ayles- 
ford.  It  is  of  further  interest  to  find  that  "Aylesford,  was  the 
early  battle  ground,  between  the  Britons  and  Saxons.  1  he 
Saxons  were  there  defeated  and  driven  from  the  Island  45  5 
A.D.,  but  returned  two  centuries  later,  and  defeated  the  Britons 
and  remained.” 

Harriet  Kemp  Ward,  Daughter  of  George  II,  in  1887  dic¬ 
tated  a  sketch  of  her  life  and  that  of  her  father  to  Harriet  A. 
Chichester,  her  niece.  This  was  published  by  her  daughter  Mary, 
called  Mollie,  and  who  sent  me  a  copy  in  1914,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  resume. 

"My  grandfather  married  Sarah  Gosse,  a  great  aunt 
of  Edmond  Gosse,  the  writer;  and  my  father  married  Eliza- 


38 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


beth  Miller,  of  Poole,  Dorset.  My  grandfather  and  my 
father  were  merchants  at  Poole,  engaged  in  commerce  with 
foreign  countries.  Their  ships  would  go  to  Newfoundland, 
loaded  with  stores  of  all  kinds,  returning  with  cargoes  of 
fish  and  oil.  My  father  on  returning  from  Newfoundland 
business,  married,  and  lived  in  Poole  for  many  years.  When 
some  of  the  children  were  small  he  moved  into  the  Episcopal 
Parsonage  for  a  period.  (She  tells  of  her  school  days,  and 
about  boarding  with  a  spinster,  who  repeatedly  compelled 
her  to  get  up  at  night  and  stamp  around  with  some  heavy 
shoes,  to  scare  away  imaginary  burglars.)  About  1  820  the 
health  of  my  father  obliged  him  to  move  into  the  country. 
He  leased  a  dairy  farm  called  'West  Holme’  near  the  his¬ 
toric  town  of  Wareham  twenty  miles  from  Poole,  but  he 
returned  to  Poole  about  1827.  About  this  time,  he  was 
offered  a  lucrative  government  position  in  Tasmania,  near 
Australia,  and  planned  to  sail  on  his  father’s  ship  Maccles¬ 
field,  but  gave  up  this  idea,  and  soon  afterward  decided  to 
emigrate  to  America.  On  the  first  day  of  September,  1828, 
my  father  and  mother  and  all  the  children  except  the  two 
eldest  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel  for  New  York.  Owing 
to  severe  storms,  which  nearly  sunk  the  ship,  the  passage 
took  six  weeks.  We  then  travelled  by  the  old  Erie  Canal 
from  Albany  to  Rochester.  My  father  had  a  friend  in 
Buffalo,  with  whom  he  expected  to  engage  in  business,  but 
after  visiting  near  the  Wadsworth  farm  at  Groveland,  he 
decided  to  buy  a  farm  there,  which  he  then  did,  and  the 
family  resided  there  for  a  number  of  years.  I  married  in 
1834,  and  moved  to  Rochester,  and  my  parents  found  it 
very  difficult  to  secure  any  reliable  servants,  and  decided 
to  move  west.  My  parents  and  four  brothers  moved  to 
Augusta,  Michigan,  about  1842,  where  my  father  purchased 
a  smaller  farm,  and  both  lived  there  till  their  deaths.  My 
home  was  a  very  happy  one.  In  spite  of  the  cares  of  a  large 
business,  my  father  did  not  allow  the  duties  of  the  Poole 
counting  house  to  prevent  him  from  enjoying  the  society 
of  his  wife  and  children.  Every  day  he  devoted  an  hour 
after  dinner  to  his  children,  joining  in  our  romps  and  enter¬ 
taining  us  with  stories.” 
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"I  will  relate  one  incident  of  those  early  days.  We 
owned  a  much-loved  cat,  which  at  one  time  developed  a  bad 
habit  of  thieving.  One  day  a  leg  of  mutton  came  on 
the  table  with  a  piece  gone.  My  father  asked  the  waiting 
maid  how  that  happened,  and  was  told  that  the  cat  had 
gnawed  a  piece  from  the  bone,  so  the  cook  was  obliged  to 
cut  out  the  gnawed  spot.  My  father  was  annoyed  and  re¬ 
marked  to  my  mother  that  the  cat  must  be  shot.  We  chil¬ 
dren  said  nothing,  but  looked  at  each  other  in  a  horrified 
manner.  Our  grief  was  so  great  that  the  next  day  our 
mother  called  us  to  her  and  said,  'In  order  to  prevent  old 
Tabby  from  being  shot,  let  us  write  a  little  note  to  your 
father,  begging  for  her  life.’  We  were  delighted  with  the 
idea  and  crowded  around  our  mother.  I  was  so  small  she 
placed  me  on  a  table  at  her  side.  The  following  note  was 
written  and  placed  under  my  father’s  plate  at  dinner: 

"Our  dear  Papa: 

"We  have  to  ask  a  favor  of  no  common  kind.  It  is  that 
you  will  waive  the  task,  and  alter  speedily  your  mind,  of 
shooting  pussy  dear. 

"Who  oft  has  added  to  our  social  play,  and  borne  with 
usage  not  so  soft  as  she  deserves,  day  by  day. 

"And  now,  papa,  we  humbly  hope,  this  short  petition 
may  avail. 

"For,  Oh  you  must,  indeed  you  must,  reject  not  now 
our  simple  tale." 

When  our  father  lifted  his  plate  and  saw  the  note, 
which  he  began  reading  at  once,  every  eye  was  fixed  on  his 
face  to  see  what  his  decision  would  be,  but  nothing  could 
be  guessed  from  the  expression  on  his  face.  Having  read  the 
note  he  took  an  old  letter  from  his  pocket  and  tore  from  it 
the  blank  page,  on  which  he  quickly  wrote  the  following 
lines,  which  he  handed  to  my  mother  to  read: 

"I’d  have  my  mutton,  the  table  put  on; 

Ungnawed  by  rats  or  dirty  cats. 

I’ve  your  confession,  that  this  transgression, 

Which  spoiled  my  repast  on  Monday  last, 

Deserved  to  be  laid,  on  this  feline  jade. 

Now  doubt  it  not,  she  deserves  to  be  shot; 
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And  this  I  intend,  if  her  manners  don’t  mend. 

But  as  I  love  dearly,  and  eke  most  sincerely, 

My  daughters  and  wife,  I’ll  give  her,  her  life, 

With  a  full  free  remission,  at  your  joint  confession; 

But  this  is  the  last  time,  she  must  take  such  a  pastime.” 

As  the  first  lines  were  read  aloud  our  faces  grew  very 
long,  but  when  the  end  came  we  jumped  from  our  seats, 
clapped  our  hands  and  hugged  our  father  for  his  kindness 
in  granting  our  request.” 

The  experience  of  George  Kemp  II,  while  in  Newfoundland, 
may  have  interested  him  in  America,  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
changes  in  the  character  and  amount  of  business  at  Poole,  along 
with  his  breaking  health  had  most  influence  in  his  decision  to 
emigrate  to  the  United  States.  Short,  in  his  history  of  Poole, 
says,  that  the  important  shipping  business  of  the  town  began 
to  decline  about  1813,  and  by  18  39  had  fallen  off  four-fifths. 
When  leaving  England,  he  no  doubt  abandoned  all  expectation 
of  inheriting  the  business  of  his  father,  as  the  eldest  son,  but 
some  satisfactory  settlement  was  probably  made,  as  he  had  suf¬ 
ficient  means  to  buy  the  farm  at  Groveland,  N.  Y.,  near  the 
Wadsworth  and  Fitzhugh  estates,  and  to  build  the  dwelling 
house,  which  was  still  standing  there  in  193  8.  About  three 
months  after  his  arrival,  he  declared  his  intention  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  I  remember  by  father  relating, 
that  when  this  declaration  was  made,  his  father  proudly  gave 
his  occupation  as  "Gentleman.”  The  old  records  of  the  county 
court  at  Geneseo,  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  but  the  facts  are 
established  by  a  letter,  I  have  from  my  brother  Bowdoin,  writ¬ 
ten  Dec.  27,  1914,  in  which  he  said:  "I  have  a  portion  of  Grand¬ 
pa  Kemp  s  declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  an  American 
citizen,  dated  Jan.  2  8,  1829,  and  his  final  admission  paper  in 
perfect  condition  issued  from  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Livingston  County  (N.  Y.)  Jan.  Term.  1842.”  All  the  minor 
children  including  my  father  were  made  citizens  by  these  pro- 
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ceedings. 

George  II,  brought  from  England  with  him,  considerable 
silverware,  a  part  of  which  is  referred  to  in  a  letter  to  me  from 
Ethel  Waters.  He  also  brought  a  large  watch,  made  in  Poole, 
and  provided  with  the  old  fashioned  "Barrel  and  Fusee,”  move¬ 
ment,  comprising  a  winding  drum  and  an  endless  chain  around 
the  drum  and  extended  upon  a  conical  spiral  for  equalizing  the 
spring  tension.  A  factory  for  making  these  movements  was 
located  at  Christchurch,  near  Poole.  Directions  for  setting  fast 
or  slow ,  are  indicated  by  engravings:  a  running  hare,  and  a 
crawling  snail.  This  old  watch  I  inherited,  and  greatly  prize. 
It  is  wound  up  by  a  separate  key,  and  will  still  run.  (See  Cham¬ 
bers’  Ency.,  title  "watch.”) 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  read  the  following  characteristic 
excerpts  from  a  letter  in  hands  of  Archie  R.  Kemp,  written 
December  18,  early  in  the  Civil  War  circa  1862,  by  George  II, 
to  Harriet’s  daughter: 

"My  Dear  Mary: 

A  bright  sunshine  inclines  me  to  take  my  pen  and 
express  my  thanks  for  your  recently  received  letter.  It  gave 
me  much  pleasure,  as  well  from  the  affection  it  expresses 
as  the  pleasant  account  of  your  improved  health.  I  hope 
I  shall  shortly  hear  that  you  are  again  enjoying  the  sweets 
of  your  beautiful  and  happy  home.  I  hope  I  may  be  able 
to  write  intelligently  but  my  eyesight  is  so  much  impaired 
I  do  not  attempt  to  use  my  pen  when  the  weather  is  dark 
and  cloudy.  I  have  much  however  to  be  thankful  for  not¬ 
withstanding  my  many  infirmities.  The  last  attack  of  ague 
was  not  severe  and  my  health  now  has  improved  beyond 
my  expectations.  The  cold  winter  weather  has  not  yet 
arrived  but  I  hope  with  care  I  shall  not  be  uncomfortable. 
I  have  now  good  domestic  help.  ...  I  am  grieved  to  inform 
you  that  Albert  although  so  young  and  by  no  means  robust 
is  about  to  become  a  soldier  (Note.  Albert  is  his  son  Arthur’s 
boy).  He  enlisted,  and  also  Alfred’s  eldest  son  William, 


42 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


and  expects  to  join  the  company  of  cavalry  raised  in  our 
vicinity  where  our  dear  Alfred  has  obtained  the  office  of 
Sergeant.  I  am  hoping  and  praying  that  peace  may  arrive 
before  they  are  drilled  and  ready  for  service.  I  do  not  think 
their  health  will  stand  the  exposure  of  a  winter’s  campaign. 
I  shall  feel  it  a  sad  trial  to  part  with  them  and  the  only 
relief  from  anxiety  will  be  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  a 
gracious  God. .  .  .  Your  Uncle  George  sends  his  kind  love 
to  you.  ...  I  accept  your  kind  offer  and  would  like  you  to 
get  me,  I  suppose  at  some  opticians,  a  hand  reading  glass 
that  magnifies  so  much  I  may  be  able  to  read  without  diffi¬ 
culty.  Such  things  in  England  are  in  common  use  with  old 
people  as  it  would  be  a  real  comfort.  I  have  filled  my  paper. 
With  kindest  love  and  many  prayers,  I  am 

Yours  with  affection,  G.  K.” 

George  II,  was  an  active  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church  for  many  years  preceding  his  death,  and  given  to  mak¬ 
ing  long  prayers.  He  kept  the  record  of  his  marriage,  and  of 
the  births  of  his  children,  in  a  large  family  Bible,  which  was 
inherited  by  his  youngest  son  Edward,  and  from  which  Elizabeth 
the  oldest  daughter  of  Edward  copied  and  sent  me  the  following: 

"George  Kemp,  born  Oct.  14,  1784.  Married,  Elizabeth,  only  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Mary  Miller,  of  Poole,  England,  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1807. 
Fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  Aug.  24,  1863. 

Children: 

Maria  Kemp,  born  March  6,  1808,  (died  in  England). 

George  Kemp,  born  March  6,  1809. 

Emma  Kemp,  born  April  18,  1810  (died  June  27,  183  1). 

Harriet  Kemp,  born  December  17,  1811. 

Alfred  Kemp,  born  March  26,  1814. 

Arthur  Kemp,  born  April  16,  1916. 

Henry  Martyn  Kemp,  born  October  10,  1823. 

Edward  Kemp,  born  June  8,  1826. 

George  Kemp  II,  died  at  Augusta,  Michigan,  December  15, 
1  863,  aged  79  years,  preceded  by  the  death  of  his  wife  Eliza- 
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beth,  August  24,  in  same  year,  and  of  the  same  age.  They  were 
both  buried  at  Augusta,  Michigan.  They  had  lived  happily  to¬ 
gether  for  over  fifty-six  years.  Their  pictures  appear  together 

on  another  page. 

Their  oldest  daughter  Maria  had  died  in  infancy,  and 
daughter  Emma,  had  died  at  Groveland,  N.  Y.,  unmarried. 
Shortly  after  the  Civil  War,  their  surviving  six  children  were 
widely  scattered.  The  eldest,  George  III,  and  Alfred,  were  both 
living  on  a  farm  near  Hubbardston,  Michigan.  Arthur,  and 
Henry  Martin,  were  each  living  on  farms  in  Nebraska,  near 
Schuyler,  and  Bassette,  respectively;  and  Edward,  the  youngest, 
was  living  on  a  farm  near  Elkton,  in  Maryland.  The  surviving 
daughter  Harriet,  was  married  to  Levi  A.  Ward,  and  living  in 
Rochester,  New  York.  Each  of  these  six  children  died  at  ad¬ 
vanced  ages,  and  most  of  them  lived  to  see  their  own  grand¬ 
children. 

The  following  chapters  will  be  devoted  to  these  surviving 
six  children  of  George  Kemp  II,  and  to  their  descendants. 
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Chapter  XIII 
GEORGE  KEMP  III 

TjTHIS  third  George  Kemp,  eldest  son  of  George  Kemp  II, 
was  born  in  Poole  in  1809,  and  was  studying  in  England 
to  become  a  physician,  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  America. 
After  graduating,  he  followed  and  settled  near  them,  at  Augusta, 
Michigan,  but  never  practiced  his  profession.  When  over  fifty 
years  of  age  he  married  Antoinette  Pratt,  aged  nineteen.  He 
died  circa  18  83  at  Augusta. 

Ethel  Waters,  has  supplied  a  letter  written  by  him  circa, 
Dec.,  1860,  before  his  marriage,  in  which  he  wrote  about  Virgil, 
and  English  literature,  painting,  engravings,  marriage,  etc.,  in 
an  inteiesting  fashion,  and  with  a  beautiful  hand.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  letter  further  indicate  his  character.  The  let¬ 
ter  was  written  to  his  niece,  a  daughter  of  his  sister  Harriet: 

Dear  Mary :  Here  I  am,  seated  before  my  large  fire¬ 
place  -anticipating,  if  not  an  exciting,  at  least,  a  peaceful 
and  quiet  winter.  My  avocations  are  varied,  between  read- 
drawing,  and  somewhat  less  intellectual  but  not  less 
useful  employment  of  choring,  feeding  cattle,  and  the  fact 

is  dear  Mary,  that  nature  never  intended  me  to  be  a  farmer, 
etc.” 

I  talked  with  his  widow  at  her  home  near  Augusta,  in  sum¬ 
mer  of  1  893,  and  she  told  me  they  had  had  two  sons,  who  were 
grown,  and  moved  to  one  of  the  Dakotas.  My  best  recollection 
is  that  they  were  named  George  and  Welch.  Their  addresses 
have  not  been  ascertained. 
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Harriet  Kemp  Ward  (1811-1906).  Daughter  of  George  Kemp  II. 

Chapter  XIV 

HARRIET  KEMP  WARD 

HARRIET  KEMP,  daughter  of  George  II,  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Kemp,  was  born  in  Poole,  Dorset,  England,  De¬ 
cember  17,  1811.  She  received  her  early  education  at  a  boarding 
school  in  Bristol,  and  also  received  instruction  in  music,  and  art, 
in  both  of  which  she  was  very  talented.  At  the  age  of  seventeen, 
in  1828,  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  America,  settling  with 
them  in  Groveland,  N.  Y.,  where  she  married  August  21,  1834, 
Levi  Alfred  Ward  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  man  and  banker  and  in  1849  was  Mayor  of  Rochester.  He 
built  St.  Peters  Presbyterian  Church,  and  compiled  the  first  print¬ 
ed  Presbyterian  Book  of  Worship  used  in  this  country.  He  was 
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many  years  in  the  old  homestead  at  8  Grove  Place,  continuously 
until  their  deaths.  She  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-four,  dying 
August  26,  1906.  She  dictated  the  sketch,  referred  to  in  the 
previous  Chapter  XII.  Dr.  Asa  Fiske,  for  some  years  her  min¬ 
ister  and  always  her  friend,  wrote  the  following  after  her  death: 

"And  I  see  that  face  that  radiated  the  gentle  light  of 
almost  one  hundred  years  of  perennial  youth,  shining  in 
quaint  good  cheer  upon  children’s  children  to  the  fourth 
generation.  A  character  that  face,  and  its  speech  declared 
of  singular  quality  in  keen  insight,  shrewd  humor,  and  utter 
loyalty  to  her  home,  her  friends,  her  Master  and  His  service. 
Sincere,  vivacious,  original — with  what  was  almost  a  genius 
for  depicting  whatever  she  would  describe,  and  with  a  most 
large  and  charitable  soul,  steadfast  in  affectionate  devotion, 
there  be  may  outside  the  circle  of  her  kindred,  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church  for  whom  the  departure  of  Mrs.  Ward  out  of  it, 
makes  this  world  distinctly  cheaper,  and  the  next  world  dis¬ 
tinctly  the  more  precious.” 

Her  picture  is  shown  on  another  page;  and  her  broad  inter¬ 
est  in  humanity  is  further  illustrated  by  the  following  excerpts 
from  her  last  letter  to  me,  in  her  own  handwriting. 

"Rochester,  April  2,  1904 
My  dear  Nephew  Ward. 

Forgive  me  for  this  late  acknowledgment  of  the  photo 
of  your  dear  little  baby.  How  I  would  love  to  give  him 
a  kiss.  ...  I  also  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  church  pamphlet, 
which  I  looked  over  with  much  pleasure,  and  am  delighted 
to  know  that  you  are  so  interested  in  the  work.  You  know 
that  tho  a  Presbyterian,  I  can  rejoice  in  any  good  work 
for  the  glory  of  God.  ...  I  am  glad  that  your  father  is  liv¬ 
ing  with  your  brother,  he  was  so  lonely  after  your  mother’s 
death.  I  am  in  comfortable  health  tho  arrived  at  the  great 
age  of  94.  I  may  never  live  to  see  you  again  in  this  world, 
but  shall  hope  to,  when  we  both  reach  a  better  world. — 
Your  loving  aunt,  Harriet  Ward.” 
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Harriet  and  Levi  A.  Ward  had  eleven  children,  as  follows: 


1.  Emma  Kemp  b. 

2.  Susan  Jane  b. 

3.  Harriet  Augusta 

4.  Mary  Elizabeth 

5.  Levi  Frederick 

6.  Arthur  Kemp  b. 

7.  Ellen  Frances  b. 

8.  George  Kemp 

9.  Frank  Addison  b. 

10.  Selden  Clark  b. 

11.  Herbert  Livingstone. 


7/5/1835 

12/24/1836 


8/25/1843 

11/24/1845 

1/2  5/1  8  5  1 
9/11/1853 


d.  1/30/1852 
d.  11/14/1839 


d.  2/4/1844 
d.  11/15/1854 

d.  7/6/1926 
d.  4/16/1856 


Further  records  of  their  adult  children  will  follow  under 
separate  headings,  with  descendants. 

HARRIET  AUGUSTA  WARD 


Harriet  Augusta ,  oldest  adult  child  of  Harriet  Kemp  Ward, 
was  born  Sept.  22,  1838,  died  1889.  She  married  William  Au¬ 
gustus  Waters,  a  banker,  son  of  Isaac  Waters  of  Boston.  Mar¬ 
ried  August,  1866,  and  they  lived  with  her  mother  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  Rochester.  They  had  eight  children 
as  follows: 


1.  Ellen  Ward  b.  6/6/1867 

2.  Josephine  Augusta  b.  7/23  1868 

3.  Mary  Elizabeth  b.  1  1  2  5,1  869 

4.  Mabel  Ward  b.  8/1/1871 

5.  Ethel  Chamberlaine  b.  10/  17  1873.  Critic  teacher  in  Rochester  City 

Normal  School,  now  retired. 

6.  Isaac  Ward  b.  5/  10/1876.  Married  1908,  Koethe  Supplice.  He 

He  was  Assistant  Cashier  of  Federal  Reserve  Bank,  New  York  City;  died 
June  30,  193  8. 

7.  Henry  Langworthy  b.  8/26/1878.  Electrical  engineer  in  the  General 
Electric  Company,  New  York  City.  Now  retired. 

8.  Elizabeth  Kemp  b.  10/20/1881. 

Ethel  the  5th  daughter  is  much  interested  in  family  rec- 
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ords,  and  has  greatly  assisted  me  in  gathering  material,  names 
of  Rochester  relatives,  and  facts  set  out  in  this  history.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  excerpts,  from  one  of  her  letters  to  me,  sent  with  old 
pictures  of  both  Geo.  Kemp  I,  and  II  and  their  wives,  give  us 
interesting  facts. 

"Rochester  Jan.  18,  193  3 
My  dear  Cousin  Ward: 

It  was  very  pleasant  to  receive  your  interesting  letter 
wi  th  its  reminders  of  old  days  in  'The  Grove.’  You  are  the 
only  one  of  the  Western  Cousins  that  we  hear  from,  and 
I’m  glad  that  we  have  kept  in  touch  through  the  years.  I 
hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  enclosed  ancestors.  They  were 
a  nice  looking  lot.  We  have  the  miniatures  of  George  Kemp 
Jr.  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  Sarah  the  wife  of  the  elder 
George.  The  photograph  of  the  elder  George  was  sent  to  us 
by  Miss  Fannie  Furner.  .  .  .  I’m  so  glad  that  you  have  your 
grandfather’s  watch.  Its  mechanism  must  be  most  curious 
and  interesting.  We  have  Kemp  relics  also,  old  silver  and 
embroideries  that  the  grandparents  brought  from  England. 
I’m  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  a  member  of  the  S.A.R.  It’s 
a  fine  society.  I  formerly  belonged  to  the  D.A.R.  and  the 
Mayflower. .  .  .  It’s  very  nice  that  you  remember  the  old 
Rochester  days  so  pleasantly,  and  dear  little  Grandmother, 
and  Aunt  Mollie,  and  my  father  and  mother.  I  remember 
your  father,  too,  very  well.  Fie  was  a  dear  old  gentleman. 
With  all  good  wishes  for  the  coming  year;  I  am  cordially 
yours,  Ethel  C.  Waters.” 

'»  -*  -r  V 

MARY  ELIZABETH  WARD 

Mary  Elizabeth  (called  Mollie)  4th  child  of  Harriet  Kemp 
Ward,  was  born  in  1840,  and  lived  with  her  mother  during  their 
lives  together.  She  was  very  kind  and  thoughtful,  as  may  be 

judged  from  the  following  excerpts  from  two  letters  written 
to  me. 
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"Rochester,  Oct.  15,  1907. 

My  Dear  Ward: 

I  have  been  reading  an  interesting  account  in  the 
Churchman,  of  the  meeting  of  the  Brotherhood  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  recently  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  I  was  glad  to  see 
your  name  among  those  who  were  members  of  the  National 
Council.  ...  It  is  a  grand  work,  this  work  among  men;  for 
so  many  have  lost  their  interest  in  spiritual  matters  and 
money  and  position  absorb  all  their  thoughts.  (Then  fol¬ 
lows  family  information  and  requests  for  other  informa¬ 
tion.)  It  was  a  great  sorrow  to  me  when  dear  mother  was 
taken  away,  but  it  is  lovely  to  think  of  her  in  the  Heavenly 
Home  with  her  Savior. 

Your  affectionate  Cousin,  Mary  E.  Ward.” 
"Rochester,  Feb.  22nd,  1914. 

Dear  Ward: 

I  have  sent  you  by  mail  today  a  little  sketch  of  mother’s 
life,  which  I  think  will  interest  you,  also  your  father.  Could 
you  tell  me  whether  your  Uncle  Martin  is  still  living  and 
where?  I  would  like  to  send  him  a  copy.  Also  can  you  tell 
me  about  any  of  your  relatives  in  the  west.  There  must 
be  a  large  number  of  grandpa  Kemp’s  descendants  scattered 
in  the  western  states.  .  .  .  Our  old  house  here  in  Grove  Place, 
with  surrounding  buildings  has  been  sold  for  a  Y.M.C.A. 
We  are  to  move  the  first  of  April.  ...  I  must  close  with  kind 
remembrances  for  all. 

Your  aff.  Cousin,  Mollie  Ward.” 

(Note — She  died  May  6  following.  She  had  lived  in 
the  old  Grove  Place  home  since  her  birth  in  1840,  nearly 
75  years.  The  grounds  were  later  crossed  by  a  new  street, 
and  a  fine  old  grove  of  trees  cut  down.) 

LEVI  FREDERICK  WARD 

Levi  Frederick  Ward,  son  of  Harriet  Kemp  Ward,  b.  5  10  - 
1842,  married  Oct.  13,  1864,  Alice  Smith.  He  was  President  of 
Ward’s  Insurance  Company  of  Rochester.  He  died  4  8  1907. 
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They  had  three  children  following: 

1.  Levi  Smith  Ward,  barn  12/8/1865,  married  10/2/1895,  Florence  Yates, 
who  died  October,  1926.  They  had  one  child,  Andrew  Lee  Yates  Ward, 
born  8/2  3/1904,  and  who  married  Priscilla  Camp,  and  they  have  a  son, 
Andrew  Lee  Yates  Ward,  Jr. 

2.  Laura  Page  Ward,  born  1/17/1867,  married  Francis  S.  Macomber,  a 
Rochester  lawyer. 

3.  Frederick  Kemp  Ward,  born  1  1/20/1876,  a  banker  of  Rochester,  died 
3/23/1910.  He  married  Hortense  Thomas,  1/7/1903,  and  left  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Frederick  Kemp  Ward  Jr.,  born  1  20/1904;  and  Caroline  Allen 
Ward  born,  10/9/1905. 

GEORGE  KEMP  WARD 


The  Rev.  George  Kemp  Ward  (  1  848-1937).  Son  of  Harriet  Kemp  Ward.  A  noted  genealogist. 

George \  Kemp  Ward ,  third  son  of  Harriet  Kemp  Ward, 
born  1848,  died  7/18/1937,  aged  89  years.  Educated  for  the 
ministry  with  A.M.,  Princeton,  1869.  In  1873  he  married  Caro¬ 
line  Edwards  Pierpont,  born  9  8/18  52,  living  in  1939.  He  was 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


51 


pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Dansville,  for  2  5  years 
1873  to  1898,  and  later  at  Lakeville,  but  during  his  latter  years 
he  lived  at  Bronxville,  all  in  New  York,  till  his  death.  He  became 
a  genealogist  of  note,  and  ''Member  of  the  New  York  Genealog¬ 
ical  and  Biographical  Society,”  and  compiler  of  numerous  family 
genealogies,  and  other  treatises.  His  picture  is  shown  on  another 
page,  taken  in  1928.  He  prepared  the  outline  of  heads  of  gen¬ 
erations  of  my  ancestors  for  me,  before  mentioned,  and  gave 
the  first  Martin  Kemp  as  descendants  from  the  Ollantigh  family, 
with  ''generation  missing.”  Excerpts  from  two  of  his  letters 
to  me  are  of  interest.  The  second  one  refers  to  the  ancestral  in¬ 
vestigation  I  had  requested. 

"Bronxville,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  29,  1925. 

Dear  Ward: 

It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  again.  .  .  . 
When  are  you  coming  this  way?  Frank,  Herbert  and  1 
constitute  the  last  members  of  my  father’s  family  and  all 
three  of  us  are  in  fairly  good  health.  In  the  next  generation 
there  are  24  living,  of  3 1  grandchildren.  Pretty  good  rec¬ 
ord. — Hope  to  hear  from  you  often. 

Sincerely,  George  Kemp  Ward.” 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

"St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  Feb.  20,  1926. 

Dear  Ward: 

In  answer  to  your  letter,  just  received,  I  am  writing 
somewhat  hurriedly  to  explain  that  having  no  facilities  here 
for  tracing  family  ancestry,  I  Ishall  be  obliged  to  await  my 
return  to  New  York,  before  looking  into  the  matter  re¬ 
ferred  to.  I  have  never  gone  into  the  Kemp  pedigree.  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  Astor  Library  can  furnish  me  with  the  de¬ 
sired  data.  However  I  will  follow  the  matter  up,  hoping 
that  something  may  develop,  some  hint  perhaps  that  will 
open  the  way.  We  are  enjoying  the  delightful  Southern 
climate.  My  wife  is  with  me.  We  expect  to  prolong  our 
visit  in  St.  P.  till  near  the  end  of  March.  Will  put  your 
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letter  on  file,  to  be  followed  up  later.  With  best  regards 

from  us  both. 

Sincerely,  Cousin  Geo.  K.  Ward.” 

He  left  five  children:  1.  Edwards  Pierpont;  2.  Levi  Alfred; 
3.  Ruth;  4.  Charles  Sloan;  and  5.  Kenneth  Kemp.  These  chil¬ 
dren  will  be  followed  with  capital  letters,  in  separate  paragraphs. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

EDWARDS  PIERPONT  WARD,  born  4/30/1874,  is  a 
practicing  attorney  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  and  formerly  a  deputy 
attorney  general  of  the  State,  and  also  counsel  for  the  state  insur¬ 
ance  department.  He  married  10  21/1902  Marguerite  Whipple, 
born  2/13/1881,  and  they  have  three  children.  I.  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth,  born  7/16,  1903;  2.  Carolyn  Pierpont,  born  12/17  1914; 
3.  Margerite  Whipple,  born  7/2  5/1919. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

LEVI  ALFRED  WARD,  born  3/11/1876,  married  4  25  - 
190  5  Julia  F.  Bishop,  born  2/3/1881.  He  is  Secretary-treasurer 
of  Hooker  Electrochemical  Company,  New  York  City.  They 
have  three  children:  1.  Jonathan  B.  born  6/22  1911  and  living 
in  Tacoma,  Washington,  1939.  2.  Kathryn  B.  born  4/7  1913; 
and  3.  Edwin  B.  born  11/21/1916. 

☆  ☆  ☆  . 

RUTH  WARD,  born  6/30/1879,  married  Horace  Willard 
Hooker,  born  11/2  1876.  He  died  8/30  2937,  (and  had  been 
in  business  with  Levi  A.  Ward).  They  had  four  children:  1. 
Horace  Willard  Hooker,  Jr.,  born  3/5/1907;  married  Mary 
Lewis  9/10/1932,  and  has  a  child  Jean  Huntington,  born  12  - 
1  8/193  5.  2.  Kenneth  Ward  Hooker,  born  10/27  1908,  married 
Mary  Mitchell  8  28  1937.  3.  Ruth  Hooker,  born  10  22  1911, 
married  Hans  Svanoe  9/7/1936,  and  have  one  child  Willard 
Hooker  Svanoe,  born  1/16/193  8.  4.  Jeanette  Huntington  Hook¬ 
er,  born  6/21  1913,  married  Samuel  B.  Payne,  5  8  1937. 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


53 


CHARLES  SLOAN  WARD,  born  7/9/188  5.  He  is  a  court 
stenographer  at  Geneseo,  married  1st,  11/28/1906  May  Wymess, 
from  which  one  child  was  born  Louis  Alexander,  9/20/1907; 
married  2nd  1/15/1910  Rose  Booth. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

KENNETH  KEMP  WARD,  born  5  18  1887,  served  in 
France,  in  Great  War.  Married  12  20/1935,  Florence  McAn- 
drews.  He  is  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hemphill  Noyes  &  Com¬ 
pany,  investment  Bankers,  New  York  City. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

FRANK  ADDISON  WARD 
Frank  Addison  Ward ,  4th  son  of  Harriet  Kemp  Ward,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Douglas,  of  Rochester,  Dec.  31,  1872,  and  lived  in 
his  own  house  in  Grove  Place.  (I  enjoyed  a  family  dinner  in 
this  home  in  October,  1919.)  He  graduated  from  Princeton 
University  1870;  and  became  an  active  business  man  of  Roches¬ 
ter,  and  for  many  years  an  Alderman,  and  President  of  Ward’s 
Natural  Science  Establishment.  The  hiving  Church  (Episcopal 
Journal  of  Oct.  2,  1926)  reported  his  death  and  activities  as 
follows: 

"Christ  Church  Rochester,  has  lost  one  of  her  most 
faithful  men,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Frank  A.  Ward.  He 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  parish  for  fifty-three  years,  be¬ 
ginning  in  1873,  as  vestryman  from  1879  to  1899,  and  as 
warden  since  1899.  The  prudence  and  thoughtfulness  with 
which  he  guided  the  financial  affairs  of  the  parish  have  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  its  progress.  His  life  was  an  example 
and  an  inspiration,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  through 
the  years  by  the  great  number  who  have  in  some  degree, 
his  vision  of  duty  in  the  Master’s  Kingdom.” 

Their  ten  children  and  descendants  are  as  follows:  7,  Wil¬ 
liam  Douglas;  2.  Frank  Hawley;  3.  Charlotte  Ferris;  4.  Emma 
Wilder;  5.  Edward  Smith,  born  4  27/1884,  died  1913.  Execu¬ 
tive  in  Ward’s  Natural  Science  Establishment.  6.  George  Mer- 
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ritt;  7.  Marie  Antoinette;  8.  Sutherland  Douglas,  born  3/27/ 
1891,  died  12/24/1891;  9.  Cornelia  DeKoven;  and  10.  Dudley 
Livingstone,  born  8/11/1894,  unmarried.  The  married  children 
and  descendants  are  given  in  following  paragraphs: 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

WILLIAM  DOUGLAS  WARD,  born  8/2  5/1874,  and  be¬ 
came  a  prominent  physician  in  Rochester,  and  was  overseas  in 
the  Great  War;  died  in  1936.  He  married  1st,  May  10,  1905, 
Anne  Marie  Devine,  died  193  5,  and  had  two  sons  Bernard  Fran¬ 
cis,  born  4/30/1906,  and  William  Douglas  Jr.,  born  7/10/1909. 
2nd  marriage  to  Maud  Arnold,  1936. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

FRANK  HAWLEY  WARD,  born  12/13/1876,  executive 
of  Ward’s  Natural  Science  Establishment,  married  1st  Ruth 
Milne.  They  had  one  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
Adams,  from  which  last  marriage  were  born  daughters  Eliza- 
berth  Anne,  and  Abagail.  First  wife  died,  and  he  married  Clara 
Louise  Werner.  They  have  two  sons,  Hawley  Werner,  and  Addi¬ 
son  Werner. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

CHARLOTTE  FERRIS  WARD,  born  3/22/1879,  mar¬ 
ried  11/20/1905,  Capt.  Amon  Bronson,  U.S.N.  They  have  three 
children,  Marion,  born  4/7/1907;  Mary  Douglas  born  2/5/1909; 
and  Ward,  Lieutenant  in  U.S.N.  born  Aug.  31,  1911.  Marion 
married  9/16/1930,  Robert  Forbes.  Mary  Douglas  married 
6/1  5/193  5  to  Arthur  Hamlin,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Stephen  Douglas,  born  3/24/1936,  and  Judith  born  2/19/1938. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

EMMA  WILDER  WARD,  born  10/28/1881.  Married 
4/29/1909,  William  Gordon  Woolfolk,  President  of  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  of  Detroit.  They  have  a  daughter  Emma, 
born  June  11,  1911,  who  married  July  11,  1936,  Dr.  John  Alex¬ 
ander  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 


GEORGE  MERRITT  WARD,  born  12/18/1885,  died 
1927,  married  Ruth  Everest,  and  they  have  three  children,  Janet, 
George  Merritt  Jr.,  and  Kathleen. 

MARIE  ANTOINETTE  WARD,  born  9/15/1887,  mar¬ 
ried  11/10/1909,  Elarold  D.  Bentley,  a  broker  of  New  York 
City.  They  have  two  daughters,  Mary  Caroline,  and  Charlotte, 
and  a  son,  Edward  Ward. 

☆  ☆  ☆ 

CORNELIA  DE  KOVEN,  born  2/6/1893,  married  1919 
Henry  L.  Crittenden,  lawyer  of  Rochester.  (He  was  a  guest 
with  me  at  the  dinner  in  1919  referred  to.)  They  have  two 
daughters,  Cornelia,  born  3/18/1921  and  Ann  Merwyn,  born 
10/14/1925. 

HERBERT  LIVINGSTONE  WARD 

Herbert  Livingston  Ward,  youngest  child  of  Harriet  Kemp 
Ward,  was  born  6/1/185  5,  and  living  in  1939.  Graduate  of 
Albany  Law  School  and  well  known  lawyer  of  Rochester,  mar¬ 
ried  5/23/1883,  Minnie  Louise  Pells.  They  have  three  children: 
1.  Sherman  Clarke,  born  6/27/1887,  a  lawyer  of  Albany,  New 
York,  married  Eleanor  VanVranken.  2.  Herbert  Pells  Ward, 
born  1/21/1888  of  the  Abstract  Title  and  Mortgage  Corpora¬ 
tion,  married  Elsie  Jones,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Janet, 
married  Robert  McIntyre,  and  Catherine  Bruce,  born  21/29/ 
1917.  3.  Marjorie  Louise,  born  9/9/1889,  married  George  Bald¬ 
win  Selden,  teacher  of  Mechanics,  Madison  High  School,  Roches¬ 
ter.  They  have  three  sons,  George  Baldwin  Jr.,  born  7/28/1916, 
and  Herbert  Ward,  born  1/10/1918,  and  Sherman  Ward,  born 
12/21/1921. 
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Alfred  Kemp  (1814-1901),  son  of  George  Kemp  II.  Picture  reproduced  from  tin-type  taken 

in  Civil  War  time,  and  showing  his  cavalry  sabre. 


Chapter  XV 
ALFRED  KEMP 

ALFRED  KEMP,  2nd  son  of  George  Kemp  II,  and  Elizabeth 
Miller  Kemp,  was  born  in  Poole  in  1814,  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  and  married  Mary  Ann  Jones,  about  1845,  and 
moved  to  Elubbardston,  later  to  Greenville,  Michigan,  where  he 
died  1901.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Union  Army,  and  served 
under  General  Custer  (who  was  later  massacred  by  the  Chey¬ 
enne  Indians  led  by  Sitting  Bull).  He  was  wounded,  while  in 
the  cavalry  at  Gettysburg.  I  remember  when  he  visited  my 
family  in  Maryland  in  1876,  he  told  of  his  injury.  He  had  been 
knocked  from  his  horse,  and  while  lying  on  the  ground,  a  Con¬ 
federate  horseman  slashed  down  with  his  sabre,  and  its  point  cut 
through  his  skull  over  one  temple,  but  did  not  reach  the  brain. 
The  skull  bones  never  knit,  although  skin  closed  over  the  cavity, 
but  the  wound  was  always  conspicuous,  as  I  clearly  recall.  His 
picture  is  shown  on  this  page,  taken  from  a  tintype  of  war 
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days,  with  his  cavalry  sabre.  They  had  eight  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

1.  William;  2.  Frederick;  3.  Elizabeth,  b.  1848,  died  in  infancy;  4.  Oliver 
Cromwell;  5.  Mary  Evangeline;  b.  1  8  52,  died  in  infancy;  6.  Cornelia,  b.  Jan. 
20,  1  85  5,  record  unknown;  7.  Ernest  Alfred;  and  8.  Harriet  Constance.  The 
record  of  these  surviving  children,  as  now  known,  being  as  follows: 

I.  WILLIAM  KEMP,  born  9/17  1846,  married  Clara  Tyler, 
at  Hubbardston,  Michigan,  in  1875,  and  was  still  living  at  that 
place  in  1937.  He  also  fought  under  General  Custer,  in  the 
Union  Army,  and  later  under  him  in  Indian  Wars,  1861-1870. 
He  had  four  children;  William  J.,  and  Grace  Ruby,  both  died 
in  infancy,  and  Mary  E.  Brayton,  and  Ernest  Arthur,  both  liv¬ 
ing  in  Hubbardston,  193  8. 

II.  FREDERICK  KEMP,  second  son  of  Alfred  Kemp,  was 
born  9/9  1847.  He  served  in  the  Union  Army,  1863  to  1865. 
In  1875  he  married  Alice  Cassandra  Tyler,  and  on  same  day  his 
brother  William,  married  her  sister  Clara  Tyler,  at  Hubbardston 
in  a  double  wedding.  The  Tyler  family,  is  traced  back  seven 
generations,  through  Melvin  J.  their  father,  then  respectively 
through,  Washington  S.;  Malachi;  David  Jr.;  David  (near  Ba¬ 
tavia,  N.  Y.),  Capt.  John;  and  finally  to  Peter  Tyler  who  emi¬ 
grated  from  England  in  1668  and  settled  at  Branford,  Conn. 
Frederick  Kemp  and  wife,  moved  to  Huffton,  S.  Dakota,  in 
18  86,  later  moved  to  Pasadena,  California,  in  1907,  where  he 
died  7/14/1917,  leaving  seven  children  and  grandchildren  as 
follows: 

1.  Harry  Tyler  K.  b.  Feb.  8,  1876.  m.  Cora  Sullivan,  Los  Angeles.  They 
have  three  children. 

a.  Grant,  b.  Sept.  14,  1904.  Married  Mary  Anderson. 

b.  Bernice,  b.  Jan.  12,  1906.  Married  Robert  O’Meara. 

c.  Harry  Tyler,  b.  July  14,  1914. 

2.  Edna  Ruby  K.  b.  Oct.  21,  1877.  d.  Jan.  20,  1886. 

3.  Eva  Endora  K.  b.  June  28,  1880.  m.  L.  E.  Arnold,  d.  Aug.  3,  1899. 
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4.  Victor  Alfred  K.  b.  Aug.  27,  1886.  m.  Grace  Bacon,  Groton,  S.  D.,  R.F.D. 
No.  3.  They  had  seven  children. 

a.  Ormond  Bacon,  b.  March  19,  1912. 

b.  Myron  Dewitt,  b.  July  28,  1914;  d.  1916. 

c.  Vernon  Victor,  b.  July  3,  1916. 

d.  Mary  Alice,  b.  Aug.  12,  1919. 

e.  Edna  Lucile.  b.  Feb.  22,  1924. 

f.  Viola  Gail.  May  6,  1926. 

g.  Dora  Jane.  b.  July  2  8,  193  0. 

5.  Frederick  William  K.  b.  Nov.  1  1,  1  888.  d.  Dec.  16,  1918.  m.  Ida  M. 
Stokesbary,  Jan.  10,  1914,  Long  Beach,  California.  They  have  two  children. 

a.  Ruby  Rhea.  b.  Nov.  19,  1914.  m.  Charles  Rountree. 

Charles  Richard  Rountree, 

b.  Frederick  Merl.  b.  Sept.  7,  1916. 

6.  Vernon  Eugene  K.  b.  May  26,  1891.  m.  Jessie  Flaherty  Dec.  20,  1919.  He 
served  in  the  World  War.  Their  address  is  Long  Beach.  California.  They 
have  three  children. 

a.  Frances  Alice,  b.  April  12,  1921. 

b.  Jessie  Roberta,  b.  Sept.  19,  1922. 

c.  Frederick  Flaherty,  b.  Sept.  29,  1924. 

7.  Archie  Reed  Kemp  was  the  youngest  child  of  Frederick  Kemp,  and  grand¬ 
son  of  Alfred  Kemp,  from  Poole.  (See  separate  Chapter  XVI  following 
for  his  further  history.) 

IV.  OLIVER  CROMWELL  KEMP,  son  of  Alfred  K.,  was 
born  1/15/18  50.  Died  in  Richmond,  Va.,  1936.  He  was  present 
with  me,  at  a  large  gathering  of  relatives  at  home  of  Harriet 
Kemp  Ward,  in  Rochester,  Thanksgiving  Day,  1881.  He  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  life  insurance  business,  in  Chicago.  Left  three 
children  by  a  first  marriage,  named  Stirling;  Clayton,  and  Hazel 
Constance.  The  latter  supposed  to  be  in  Florida.  By  second 
wife  Helen — he  left  a  son,  Arthur,  in  Los  Angeles. 

VII.  ERNEST  ALFRED  KEMP,  son  of  Alfred  Kemp,  was 
born  2/28/61.  Living  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  1939,  engaged  in 
insurance  business.  Married  Sara  Hutchins.  She  died  3  17  1939. 
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They  had  two  children,  (1)  L.  Stanley,  and  (2)  Agnes  Lucille, 
both  next  described. 

( 1 )  L.  Stanley  Kemp,  son  of  Ernest  Alfred  Kemp,  was  born 
5/1/1891.  Living  in  Greenville,  Mich.,  1939,  and  engaged  in 
the  auto  insurance  business.  He  married  twice;  first,  to  Vivian 
Wright,  daughter  of  Cass  T.  Wright  5/24/1912.  She  died 
12/4/1929.  They  had  three  children,  (a)  Cass  Wright,  born 
4/30/1913;  (b)  Helen  Lucile,  born  4/15/1915,  and  (c)  Sara 
Janet,  born  twin  with  her  sister  Helen.  On  8/14/1937,  she  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  Arthur  Joseph  Bicker,  and  is  living  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.  L.  Stanley  Kemp,  married  2nd,  Marian  E.  Ahern,  daughter, 
James  and  Nellie  Ahern,  11/27/1934. 

(2)  Agnes  Lucile  Kemp,  daughter  of  Ernest  Alfred  Kemp, 
was  born  6/4/1894,  m.  Henry  James  Dotterweich  in  1917,  and 
they  have  a  son,  James  Ernest,  born  6/30/1932. 

VIII.  HARRIET  CONSTANCE  KEMP,  youngest  child 
of  Alfred  Kemp,  was  born  7/13/1863.  She  married  Robert 
Hutchinson,  she  died  in  Minominee,  Michigan,  in  1892,  on  birth 
of  a  son,  who  was  named  Oliver  Cromwell  Kemp  Hutchinson. 
This  son  was  residing  in  Alton,  Illinois,  in  1938. 
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Chapter  XVI 

ARCHIE  REED  KEMP,  youngest  child  of  Frederick  Kemp, 
and  Alice  Cassandra  Tyler  Kemp,  and  grandson  of  Alfred 
Kemp,  from  Poole,  was  born  April  24,  1894,  at  Huffton,  S. 
Dakota.  Here  he  attended  country  schools,  and  in  1907  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Pasadena,  California,  where  he  graduated 
from  high  school.  In  1913  he  entered  Throop  Polytechnic  In¬ 
stitute,  now  the  California  Institute  of  Technology,  in  same  city, 
where  he  specialized  in  chemistry,  and  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1917,  and  Master  of  Science  in 
1918.  November  10,  1916,  he  married  Ruby  R.  Stokesbury, 
whose  sister  Ida,  had  married  Fred,  the  brother  of  Archie,  in 
1914. 

In  1918,  Archie,  with  his  wife,  travelled  by  automobile 
along  the  old  Santa  Fe  Trail,  to  New  York  City.  Here  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Western  Electric  Engineering  Department, 
now  the  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories,  where  he  has  since  re¬ 
mained.  For  several  years  he  has  been  in  charge  of  Organic  Chem¬ 
ical  Research,  specializing  in  electrical  insulations,  and  has  been 
granted  approximately  fifty  patents  by  the  United  States  on  his 
inventions.  One  of  these  inventions  ,is  "Paragutta,”  an  insulation, 
which  has  virtually  replaced  gutta-percha,  for  the  insulation  of 
sub-marine  cables.  He  has  published  approximately  twenty-five 
scientific  articles  on  chemistry,  and  collaborated  in  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  book  on  rubber,  and  also  in  a  number  of  publications 
on  allied  subjects,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  authorities 
in  Rubber  chemistry  and  Technology.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Rubber  Division  of  the  American  Chemical  Society,  in  193  8, 
and  also  in  193  8  he  was  elected  as  the  official  delegate  to  represent 
the  American  Chemical  Society,  in  London,  England,  at  an  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  on  Rubber,  held  there  in  May,  193  8.  He 
attended  this,  and  had  previously  travelled,  on  other  occasions, 
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extensively  in  Europe.  Following  his  official  appearance  at  the 
London  Conference,  he  spent  some  time,  visiting  people  and 
places  in  localities  in  the  southern  counties  of  England,  and  after 
his  return  home,  he  wrote  an  interesting  sketch  concerning  some 
of  the  people  and  places  visited.  Extracts  from  this  sketch  cor¬ 
roborate  many  of  the  statements  in  previous  chapters  in  this 
book. 

Archie  and  Ruby  Kemp,  reside  at  170  Lexington  Avenue, 
Westwood,  New  Jersey.  Their  family  now  consists  of  Vera  Lu¬ 
cille,  born  1/23/1920;  Marilyn  Lenore,  born  7/2/1923;  Warren 
Reed,  born  11/3/1924;  and  Ernest  Eugene,  called  Gene,  born 
8/  8/1932,  respectively.  The  oldest  laughter  Vera  Lucille,  is 
attending  Pennsylvania  State  College,  where  she  is  studying  jour¬ 
nalism,  and  the  other  children  are  attending  schools  in  West- 
wood,  N.  J. 

Archie  Kemp  obtained  for  me  the  Kemp  history  written  by 
HK  and  now  rare.  He  also  provided  names  and  facts  concerning 
many  of  the  descendants  of  Alfred,  Martin  and  Arthur  Kemp, 
together  with  other  facts  and  helpful  suggestions  during  my 
preparation  of  this  history.  The  importance  of  the  sketch  given 
by  him  on  his  return  from  England  requires  that  I  set  out  por¬ 
tions  of  the  same  as  taken  from  his  letter  to  me  as  follows: 

”170  Lexington  Avenue,  Westwood,  New  Jersey,  October 
21,  1938. 

Dear  Cousin  Ward: 

My  firm  kept  me  busy  for  a  certain  period  of  time 
during  the  three  weeks  I  spent  in  England,  but  I  did  make 
a  few  pilgrimages  to  the  country  to  see  some  of  the  people 
and  spots  of  interest  to  our  family.  .  .  .  On  my  first,  I  called 
on  Lucy  Kemp-Welch  and  her  sister,  Edith,  and  later  I  spent 
the  afternoon  with  them  at  their  home  at  Bushey,  Herts. 
Lucy,  is  still  engaged  in  artistic  work  and  spends  8  hours 
a  day  in  her  studio.  They  received  me  very  cordially  and 
brought  out  their  old  Kemp  records,  pictures,  documents 
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and  relics,  of  which  they  have  a  fine  collection.  Apparently, 
Edith  has  been  a  genealogist,  for  she  stacked  up  old  records 
so  high  before  me  that  it  took  me  nearly  two  hours  to  scan 
them  briefly.  They  have  a  wonderful  set  of  records  on  the 
Welch  lines,  but  they  are  in  the  same  boat  as  we  are  regard¬ 
ing  the  ancestry  of  Martin  Kemp  of  Poole. 

My  next  pilgrimage  was  to  Merton  Hall  in  Oxford, 
where  Archbishop  John  Kemp  took  his  degree  in  law.  I 
found  this  quite  interesting,  and  then  proceeded  to  visit 
Canterbury  Cathedral  to  see  the  tomb  of  the  Archbishop. 
I  found  the  Cathedral  very  beautiful  and  an  extremely  in¬ 
teresting  place.  I  found  the  tomb  of  the  Archbishop  in  a 
fine  state  of  repair,  and  the  following  inscription  upon  the 
tomb,  in  a  frame  in  large  English  letters: 

'John  Kemp — Archbishop  1452-1454,  he  was  born  at 
Wye,  where  he  founded  a  College  of  Secular  Priests.  He 
spent  a  long  life  in  public  service  as  churchman,  and  states¬ 
man  and  was  employed  as  a  diplomatist  by  Henry  V.  He 
married  Henry  V  and  Margaret  of  Anjow.  (Then  in  the 
smaller  letters  the  following:)  Pilgrim:  Here  at  the  tomb  of 
this  statesman,  Archbishop,  we  ask  you  to  pray  for  the  states¬ 
man  and  politicians  of  our  country  and  Empire  that  they 
may  both  perceive  and  know  what  things  they  ought  to  do 
and  also  have  grace  and  power  faithfully  to  fulfill  the  same 
through  Jesus  Christ.’ 

I  visited  the  little  village  of  Wye,  through  which  winds 
the  beautiful  little  Wye  River,  and  went  out  to  see  the 
College  of  Wye.  This  has  been  enlarged  and  transformed 
into  an  agricultural  college.  The  picture  of  the  founder 
(Archbishop  Kemp),  hangs  in  Founders’  Hall,  or  eating 
place,  where  all  the  students  can  look  up  at  it.  Some  of  the 
college  buildings  are  still  standing  and  are  of  the  type  of 
old  stone  connections,  which  were  common  in  the  15  th  cen¬ 
tury.  From  here  I  visited  the  Ollantigh  estate,  once  owned 
by  John  Kemp.  The  old  house  has  been  burned  and  only 
the  large  stables  remain.  It  is  a  very  beautiful  estate  and  is 
now  owned  by  a  family  from  Holland.  The  grounds  are 
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laid  out  in  a  very  beautiful  state  and  have  some  of  the  large 
stone  pillars  with  animals  mounted  on  them  located  along 
various  drives. 

My  next  and  most  important  trip  was  to  Poole.  I  was 
driven  to  Bournemouth  to  the  Royal  Bath  Hotel,  by  a  friend 
of  mine  in  his  car.  We  drove  through  New  Forest,  that 
great  forest  of  oaks  which  covers  the  country  back  of  Poole 
and  Bournemouth  and  Southampton.  This  Forest  is  full  of 
wild  horses  (or  ponies),  many  of  which  we  saw.  One  of 
Lucy  Kemp’s  most  famous  pictures,  is  entitled  "Colts  In 
New  Forest.”  This  picture  is  found  in  the  Tate  Gallery  in 
London  and  is  very  beautiful.  It  is  one  of  her  masterpieces. 
Lucy  is  certainly  a  great  artist,  and  she  was  just  preparing 
for  another  exhibit  in  London,  of  her  most  recent  work.  I 
hope  in  time  to  write  a  more  complete  story  on  the  notes 
I  have  taken  of  my  visit  with  her  and  her  sister. 

Staying  at  the  Royal  Bath  Hotel,  which  was  a  favorite 
of  King  Edward  VIII,  I  made  several  trips  to  Poole  by  bus. 
On  my  first  trip  to  Poole,  I  got  off  the  bus,  and  met  a  Mrs. 
Henry  P.  Miller,  from  whom  I  inquired  where  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Chapel  was  located,  for  I  was  going  to  see  if  1 
could  find  the  tomb  of  our  ancestors.  She  was  carrying  a 
large  bunch  of  roses  and  said,  "Why!  I  am  going  there  my¬ 
self,”  so  we  walked  together.  She  knew  all  about  George 
Kemp,  being  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Chapel  known 
as  the  "Skinner  Street  Chapel,”  of  which  George  Kemp, 
Sr.,  was  deacon  for  60  years.  She  showed  me  the  Kemp 
pew,  which  they  occupied.  I  found  the  tomb  of  George 
Kemp,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  Sara  (Gosse).  Their  names  are  al¬ 
most  obliterated  from  the  stone  which  covers  the  tomb. 
Many  other  Kemps,  including  Elizabeth  Pierce  Knight 
Kemp,  second  wife  of  George  Kemp  I,  are  buried  in  this 

same,  rather  neglected,  cemetery  back  of  the  Chapel. 

In  Poole,  I  visited  the  old  Market  Street  house  built  by 
Sir  Peter  Thompson  in  1764,  which  was  later  owned  and 
occupied  by  George  Kemp,  Sr.  It  is  still  standing  and  used 
as  a  Municipal  Building.  The  large  house  has  been  added 
to  considerably.  The  beautiful  old  stair-case  is  still  stand- 


64 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


ing  in  the  original  house,  but  the  beautiful  stained  glass 
window  above,  has  been  moved  into  the  new  Municipal 
Building  and  placed  as  window  lights  around  the  council 
chambers,  where  they  show  up  very  beautifully.  I  visited 
*  Creekmore  House,”  which  George  Kemp,  Sr.,  built  for 
his  daughter  Mary  sometime  about  1820.  I  was  invited  into 
the  house  by  the  present  owner,  Capt.  Sutcliffe.  The  house 
has  had  some  additions  and  is  a  very  beautiful  villa  about 
three  miles  from  Poole.  Captain  Sutcliffe  has  the  original 
deed  made  out  to  Mary  Kemp.  Several  acres  of  beautiful 
grounds  surround  the  place,  which  is  located  200  yards 
back  of  the  new  paved  highway  leading  out  of  Poole.  I  was 
recommended  to  call  on  some  people  in  Poole,  who  had  a 
lot  of  old  records  of  the  New  Foundland  trading.  Their 
records  showed  that  in  1725,  40  Poole  ships  were  based  on 
the  East  side  of  New  Foundland  in  Conception  and  Trinity 
Bays,  and  that  firms  by  the  names  of  Kemp,  Fryer,  Gosse 
and  Pack  were  located  in  Carbonear,  which  is  in  Conception 
Bay.  .  .  .  You  will  recall  that  George  Kemp  2nd,  and  Phillip 
Gosse,  a  naturalist,  both  spent  several  years  in  New  Found- 
land  in  their  early  days.  .  .  . 

Poole  and  surrounding  country  is  very  beautiful  and 
the  people  seem  to  be  extremely  hospitable  and  eager  to  help 
strangers.  I  spent  only  two  days  there,  and  would  have 
liked  to  have  spent  a  month,  and  hope  sometime  to  spend 
a  longer  period  in  this  most  interesting  spot.  I  could  go  on 
telling  you  story  after  story  of  my  travels,  but  my  secre¬ 
tary  is  getting  tired,  so  I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to  you 
and  yours. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)  Archie  Kemp.” 
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Arthur  Kemp  (1816-1901),  a  son  of  Geo-ge  Kemp  If.  Taken  in  his  Civil  War  uniform, 
showing  officer’s  epaulets,  and  two  views  of  the  style  of  cap  then  used. 

Chapter  XVII 
ARTHUR  KEMP 

ARTHUR  KEMP,  third  son  of  George  Kemp  II,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Miller  Kemp,  was  born  in  Poole,  1816,  and  died  in  Cal¬ 
endar,  Iowa,  1901.  He  served  as  an  officer  on  the  Union  side  in 
the  Civil  War,  and  his  picture  taken  at  this  time  in  his  uniform, 
is  shown  on  this  page.  Mrs.  Eva  Dougherty,  of  Salem,  Ore¬ 
gon,  his  granddaughter,  sent  me  this  picture.  The  flat  visor  of 
the  cap  then  used  in  the  army  is  obscure  owing  to  the  front  view, 
and  I  have  therefore  shown  a  side  view  of  a  similar  cap,  in  the 
picture.  Arthur  Kemp,  married  Mary  Ann  Bliss,  at  Augusta, 
Mich.,  circa  1847,  and  shortly  after  the  war,  they  moved  west 
to  Bassette,  Nebraska,  where  he  spent  many  years  on  a  farm,  be¬ 
fore  moving  to  Callender. 

Arthur  and  wife  had  four  children.  1.  Albert;  2.  Emma;  3.  Frank  (died 
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unmarried)  ;  and  4.  Isabella.  The  survivors  are  next  traced,  but  only  briefly, 
for  lack  of  further  information. 

I.  ALBERT  KEMP,  married  twice,  and  settled  near  Salem,  Oregon,  about 
1899,  and  died  at  Eugene,  Oregon,  circa  1922.  By  his  first  wife,  Libby — he 

had  four  children:  Lydia,  who  married  _ Likens,  (last  known  at 

Schuyley,  Neb.)  ;  Mable,  who  married  _ Caldwell;  Josephine,  who 

married  Morman;  and  Gertrude.  By  his  second  wife,  Viola  Brown, 

he  had  two  daughters,  Iva  and  Bertha,  both  last  known  at  Eugene,  Oregon. 
Iva  married  Robert  Hall,  about  1911,  and  had  two  sons.  Bertha  married 
_  Benson. 

II.  EMMA  KEMP,  married  Johnson  McDonough,  1867,  and  had  ten 
children  as  follows:  Mary,  James,  Eva,  Charles,  Minnie,  Arthur,  Emma,  Maude, 
Floyd  and  Hugh,  who  are  next  traced,  all  lviing  in  1939. 

1.  Mary,  born  10  23  1869,  m.  Robert  Click  1892,  last  known  at  Stafford, 
Oklahoma. 

2.  James  McDonough,  b.  1870,  m.  Lettie  Laning.  Address  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa. 

3.  Eva  McDonough,  b.  10/18  1872,  m.  Emmett  Dougherty  in  1896,  and 
had  two  children,  Albert,  b.  1899,  and  Ruth,  b.  1901.  Their  addresses 
are  Salem,  Oregon,  R.  No.  4,  Box  240,  in  1939.  She  sent  the  picture. 

4.  Charles  McDonough,  b.  6  18  1874,  m.  Stella  Hickox.  Address  Fruit- 
land,  Idaho. 

5.  Minnie  McDonough,  b.  4/2  3/  1876,  m.  George  Miller.  Address  Gruver, 
Iowa. 

6.  Arthur  McDonough,  b.  10/13/1878,  unmarried.  Address  Gruver,  Iowa. 

7.  Emma  McDonough,  b.  11/19/18  80,  m.  Melvin  Kelley.  Address  Callen¬ 
der,  Iowa. 

8.  Maud  McDonough,  b.  3  1  1  1  8  82,  m.  Emil  Hanson.  Address  Spirit  Lake, 
Iowa. 

9.  Floyd  McDonough,  b.  4  2  8  1  8  8  5,  m.  Edith  Hall.  Address  Jackson,  Min¬ 
nesota. 

10.  Hugh  McDonough,  b.  5  22/1  888,  m.  Irene  Alexander.  Address  Clinton, 
Oklahoma,  R.  3. 

III.  ISABELLA  KEMP,  daughter  of  Albert  Kemp,  m.  George  W.  Davis, 

and  had  one  daughter,  Myrtle,  who  married  Arneson,  and  supposed 

to  be  in  Oregon.  Had  two  children,  Clifford  and  Ilean. 
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Henry  Martin  Kemp  (  1  823-191  6),  a  son  of  George  Kemp  II.  Taken  about  the  time  of  his 

third  marriage,  when  near  90  years  of  age. 

Chapter  XVIII 
HENRY  MARTIN  KEMP 

Henry  Martin  Kemp,  fourth  son  of  George  Kemp  II,  and 
Elizabeth  Miller  Kemp,  was  born  in  Poole,  England,  1823,  and 
died  at  Schuyler,  Nebraska,  circa  1916.  He  served  in  the  Union 
army  in  the  Civil  War.  Soon  after  its  conclusion,  he  moved  onto 
a  farm  near  Schuyler,  Nebraska,  where  he  lived  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  picture  is  shown  on  another  page  herein,  taken 
when  past  eighty  years  of  age.  He  first  married  Angelina  Beebe, 
at  Augusta,  Mich.  She  died  about  1898.  He  married  twice  after¬ 
ward — the  last  time  when  past  ninety  years  of  age.  He  had  five 
children,  probably  all  by  his  first  wife.  These  were  named  Har¬ 
riet,  Charles,  Augusta,  Amelia  and  Walter.  The  last  known  ad¬ 
dresses  of  all  these  children  was  Norfolk,  Nebraska,  but  the  mari¬ 
tal  status  of  the  last  two  children  is  not  known.  The  first  three 
are  described  as  follows: 
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I.  HARRIET  KEMP,  married _  Higgins,  and  had 

a  daughter  Lillia. 

II.  CHARLES  WILLIAM  KEMP,  married  Dantes, 

and  had  three  children,  Martin,  Orvile  and  Walter,  their  last 
known  address  being  Newport,  Nebraska. 

III.  AUGUSTA  KEMP,  married  Louis  E.  Wetherile  in 
Nebraska,  and  had  two  children,  Louis  E.  and  Nettie  M.,  but  their 
addresses  are  unknown. 
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Edward  Kemp  (  1  826-1921  ).  Youngest  son  of  George  Kemp  II.  With  his  wife  Jennie  Potter 

Kemp.  Parents  of  the  Author. 

Chapter  XIX 
EDWARD  KEMP 

J—  DWARD  KEMP,  the  youngest  child  of  George  Kemp  II, 
_Jil —  and  Elizabeth  Miller,  was  born  at  Poole,  Dorset  County, 
England,  June  8,  1826,  and  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents  when  only  two  years  old.  He  moved  to  Augusta,  Michi¬ 
gan,  with  his  parents  from  Western  New  York,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  by  home  teaching,  and  at  Olivet  College,  Mich.  He  be¬ 
came  a  lover  of  literature,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  at  the 
age  of  9  5  years,  he  could  repeat  page  after  page  from  the  Bible, 
and  from  standard  poets.  He  volunteered  for  service  in  the 
Union  Army,  but  was  not  enlisted  because  his  teeth  were  found 
to  be  insufficient  to  bite  off  the  ends  of  the  heavy  paper  rifle  cart¬ 
ridges  then  used. 

He  married  Jennie  Ashley  Potter,  in  February,  1861.  She 
had  been  educated  by  governesses  and  raised  at  Augusta.  Her 
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father  was  Joshua  Potter.  Joshua  Potter  was  born  in  Western 
New  York  circa  1814.  His  parents  as  shown  by  the  national  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  in  my  application 
for  membership  therein  (No.  41126)  were  Ephraim  B.  Potter, 
and  Sarah  Bristol.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  John  Bristol 
(Brista)  Jr.,  who  served  in  Capt.  Watson’s  Co.,  Col.  Burrell’s 
Battalion,  Connecticut  Militia,  in  the  Revolution.  (All  descen¬ 
dants  of  Joshua  Potter  are  therefore  eligible  to  membership  in 
the  S.A.R.  and  D.A.R.,  respectively.)  Joshua  Potter  was  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  and  became  a  Presbyterian  mis¬ 
sionary  to  several  Indian  nations,  including  the  Cherokees,  and 
Choctaws,  of  Arkansas,  and  Indian  Territory,  the  Senecas  in 
Western  New  York,  and  the  Sioux,  in  Minnesota.  I  remember 
well  hearing  him  and  my  mother  sing  in  the  Indian  dialects,  some 
of  the  hymns  he  had  taught  the  Indians.  I  remember  also  hear¬ 
ing  my  mother  tell  how  the  wolves  howled  on  the  doorstep  of  her 
parents’  house  near  Ft.  Snelling,  and  the  Falls  of  Minnehaha,  be¬ 
tween  the  present  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  while  her  father  was 
with  the  Sioux,  and  before  either  city  was  laid  out.  My  mother 
was  born  1842,  in  Arkansas,  while  he  was  teaching  there  as  a 
missionary.  He  died  at  Elkhart,  Indiana,  in  1889,  at  the  age  of 
75  years.  Joshua  Potter  married  Jane  Ashley,  soon  after  they 
had  graduated  from  Oberlin,  in  the  same  class,  about  1840.  She 
was  its  first  woman  graduate.  Her  history  is  briefly  told  by  the 
Niles  (Mich.)  Daily  Star ,  obituary  of  Aug.  20,  1904,  as  follows: 

"Old  resident  passes  away.  Mrs.  Jane  Potter,  who  for 
many  years  has  lived  in  Niles,  died  at  the  home  of  her  son 
in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Aug.  17th.  Descending  from  an  old  Puri¬ 
tan  family,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety;  she  had  lived  to 
see  seven  generations,  including  her  great-grandmother,  and 
great-grandchildren.  She  was  at  the  time  of  her  death  the 
oldest  living  graduate  of  Oberlin  College,  which  place  she 
left  with  her  husband,  the  late  J.  Potter,  who  for  forty  years 
after  was  a  missionary  among  the  Indians.” 
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Edward  Kemp  and  wife  Jennie,  continued  to  live  in  Au¬ 
gusta,  till  shortly  after  the  Civil  War.  They  then  moved  south 
onto  a  farm  in  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  located  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  about  10  miles  from  Elkton,  Maryland, 
and  five  miles  south  of  the  town  of  North  East.  He  was  an  ar¬ 
dent  abolitionist  and  his  anti-slavery  views  came  near  bringing 
trouble  upon  him  at  first,  but  he  was  of  a  kindly  disposition, 
which  probably  averted  real  difficulties  with  his  new  neighbors. 
Three  children  had  been  born  to  them  in  Michigan,  and  four 
more  were  born  on  the  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1884,  the  family 
moved  to  Lansdale,  Pa.,  and  in  1891,  the  parents  moved  to  Tem¬ 
pleton,  California,  where  they  continued  to  live  until  their 
deaths.  Jennie,  on  January  27,  1903,  and  Edward  on  Sept.  6, 
1921.  They  were  both  buried  at  Templeton.  Their  pictures  are 
shown  on  another  page.  Some  views  on  life,  of  my  father,  are 
reflected  in  extracts  from  three  of  his  letters  written  to  me  dur¬ 
ing  his  last  years,  as  follows: 

"Templeton,  Cal.,  Aug.  1,  ’04. 

"Dear  Son — Bessie  and  I  went  out  to  the  cemetery  with 
some  roses  she  had  gathered  from  the  old  place.  .  .  .  Those 
people  who  subscribed  to  build  the  flour  mill  here,  will  lose 
their  money,  and  the  mortgage  will  take  the  mill.  Moral, 
keep  clear  of  joint  stock  companies.  One  partner  is  better 
than  40,  while  human  nature  is  what  it  is.  If  you  can  find 
time  to  write  me  your  opinion  on  the  topics  of  the  day,  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  it.  Now,  dear  boy,  I  bid  you  fare¬ 
well.  God  bless  my  first  born  son. 

Edward  Kemp.” 

"Templeton,  Cal.,  August,  1916. 

"Dear  Son — We  have  received  your  temperance  paper. 
It  is  likely  to  do  good.  I  have  been  a  temperance  man  so 
long,  that  I  don’t  need  it.  .  .  .  We  rejoice  greatly  and  hope 
the  Kemps  have  contributed,  especially,  the  legal  branch. 
....  Please  remember  me  to  the  children.  I  often  think  of 
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them.  Do  right  though  the  Heavens  fall.  Amen.  .  .  .  With 
my  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours.  I  remain, 

Your  loving  father, 

Edward  Kemp.” 

"Templeton,  Cal.  (circa  1917) 

"My  Dear  Son — I  am  staying  a  week  with  Eva  and 
Will  Hudson.  .  .  .  The  view  across  the  Salinas  River,  the  live 
oaks,  and  the  blue  mountains  in  the  distance,  make  a  picture 
for  painters  to  study.  The  infirmities  of  age  are  increasing 
on  me,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  God  is  merciful  to  me  and 
to  my  children.  ...  I  still  putter  around  doing  odd  jobs 
about  the  house.  .  .  .  Good-bye  my  dear  son.  Let  us  so  live 
that  me  may  meet  above. 

From  your  loving  father, 

Edward  Kemp.” 

The  names  of  the  children  and  descendants  of  Edward  Kemp 
and  his  wife  Jennie  are  as  follows:  1.  Elizabeth  Blanche;  2.  Ellen 
Gertrude;  3.  George,  born  1865,  died  in  infancy;  4.  George  Ed¬ 
ward;  5.  Laura  Evangeline;  6.  Effie  Jane;  and  7.  Emile  Bowdoin 
Potter. 

These  children  with  their  descendants,  are  further  described 
as  follows: 

I.  ELIZABETH  BLANCHE,  usually  called  Bessie,  b. 
3/12/1862.  She  took  care  of  both  parents  during  their  last  days, 
and  resides  in  Mill  Valley,  California,  1939. 

II.  ELLEN  GERTRUDE,  usually  called  Nellie,  b.  7/1/ 
1863  ;  attended  Westchester,  Pa.,  State  Normal  School,  and 
taught  school  in  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Michigan, 
California,  and  Washington;  and  resides  (1939)  in  Seattle,  Wash¬ 
ington.  Retired. 

IV.  GEORGE  EDWARD,  born  1867,  usually  called  Ward. 
Author  of  this  book,  further  separately  described  in  the  closing 
chapter  of  this  book. 

V.  LAURA  EVANGELINE,  usually  called  Eva,  b.  7/10/ 
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1869.  Graduated  from  Westchester,  Pa.,  State  Normal,  and 
taught  school  in  Pennsylvania.  Moved  to  California  about  1894, 
and  married  William  Hudson,  circa  1910,  at  Templeton,  Cal. 
He  died  about  1922.  They  had  one  child  (Elmore  Evangeline), 
b.  1/31/1912,  who  married  Richard  Woone,  and  resides  (1939) 
at  Wortendyke,  N.  J.  They  have  three  children,  Dalla,  Nancy 
Ann  and  Gail  Sara. 

VI.  EFFIE  JANE,  usually  called  Effie,  b.  1/12/1871;  grad¬ 
uated  from  Westchester  State  Normal,  and  taught  school  in  New 
Jersey,  Washington,  and  California.  She  married  John  Hudson 
at  Templeton,  California,  circa  1897,  and  they  both  reside  in 
1939  at  that  address.  They  have  three  children;  1.  Charles;  2, 
Evagene,  and  3.  Tinabeth. 

(1)  Charles,  b.  2/24/1899;  m.  1st  to  Consuela  White,  and 
had  two  children,  Margaret  Elizabeth,  b.  1922,  and  John  Charles, 
b.  1924.  2nd  wife,  Gladys  Vincent,  they  reside  in  Paso  Robles, 
Cal.,  and  have  one  child,  Patricia  Jean. 

(2)  Evagene,  b.  4/2/1900;  m.  Marion  Wellborn  3/7/1921, 
and  they  reside  in  Glendale,  Cal.  They  have  two  sons,  Richard, 
b.  12/13  1925,  and  Charles,  b.  11/21/1931. 

(3)  Tinabeth  (Christina  Elizabeth),  b.  11/19/1911;  m. 
Owen  Jones,  circa  1930;  they  reside  at  Atascadero,  California 
(1939).  They  have  two  children,  Ronald  Owen,  b.  2/9/1933, 
and  Beatrice  Elizabeth,  b.  8/27-/1937. 

VII.  EMILE  BOWDOIN  POTTER  KEMP,  youngest  child 
of  Edward  Kemp  and  Jennie,  was  b.  10  31/1876,  graduated 
from  dental  college  in  San  Francisco  and  is  practicing  dentistry 
at  Mill  Valley,  California,  1939.  m.  Louise  Pfau,  Jan.,  1902,  and 
they  have  three  sons,  Edward  Ashley,  Emile  Bowdoin  and  Alan. 

(1)  Edward  Ashley  Kemp,  b.  10/16  1902;  m.  Marguerite 
Dykes,  circa  1932,  and  lives  in  Mill  Valley,  California.  They 
have  a  son,  Edward  Ashley,  Jr.,  b.  7/12/1934. 

(2)  Emile  Bowdoin  Kemp,  Jr.,  b.  5  6  1904,  address  San 
Francisco. 

(3)  Alan  Kemp,  b.  circa  3  21/1907,  m.  Rena  Ross,  circa 
1934.  Address  Long  Beach,  California. 
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George  Edward  Kemp,  usually  called  G.  Ward  Kemp,  born  1867.  Son  of  Edward  Kemp. 
Picture  taken,  while  seated  at  his  law  office  desk,  when  about  60 
years  of  age.  Author  of  this  book. 

Chapter  XX 

©EORGE  EDWARD  KEMP  (Usually  called  G.  Ward 
Kemp) . 

The  author  of  this  book,  at  baptism,  was  given  the  name 
of  George  Edward  Kemp,  but  in  business  life  has  been  known 
as  G.  Ward  Kemp  and  George  Ward  Kemp,  and  among  rela¬ 
tives  as  Ward,  and  he  has  an  old  letter  written  by  his  mother  in 
1868,  in  which  he  is  affectionately  called  "Wardie.”  Efe  was  the 
fourth  child  of  Edward  Kemp  (son  of  George  Kemp  II)  and 
Jennie  A.  Potter,  and  was  born  February  11,  1867,  on  his  father’s 
farm  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  about  ten  miles  from  Elkton.  He  attended  the  one- 
room  country  school  there  from  1876  to  1884,  with  the  excep- 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


75 


tion  of  one  year.  This  year,  1881-1882,  he  attended  the  Dans- 
ville  Seminary,  in  Dansville,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  not  far 
from  the  old  Kemp  home  at  Groveland,  and  lived  in  the  family 
of  his  cousin,  the  Rev.  Geo.  Kemp  Ward,  before  mentioned,  and 
met  many  of  the  Ward  relatives  in  Rochester.  In  the  fall  of  1884 
the  Maryland  farm  was  sold,  and  the  family  moved  to  Lansdale, 
near  Philadelphia,  Pa.  In  April,  188  5,  he  went  to  Salida,  Colo¬ 
rado,  and  entered  the  employment  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
Ry.  Co.,  where  he  remained  till  October,  1889.  Then,  having 
saved  his  earnings,  for  the  purpose,  he  entered  the  University 
of  Missouri  at  Columbia.  Here  he  graduated  with  degree  of 
LL.B.  in  June,  1891,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Missouri,  the  same  month.  The  University  had  just 
provided  for  a  Master  degree,  and  he  decided  to  work  for  that, 
and  in  June,  1892,  he  was  its  first  student  graduated  with  degree 
of  LL.M.  He  remained  a  fourth  year,  specializing  in  economics 
and  historical  research.  During  the  entire  four  years,  he  also 
studied  in  science  and  literature,  including  some  Anglo  Saxon. 

In  December,  1893,  he  opened  a  law  office  in  San  Luis 
Obispo,  California,  where  he  practiced  his  legal  profession,  and 
at  the  same  time  served  as  Court  Commissioner  of  the  Superior 
Court,  of  the  county,  for  five  years.  In  fall  of  1898,  he  removed 
to  Seattle,  Washington,  for  larger  field,  and  for  forty  years  main¬ 
tained  his  law  offices  in  the  Burke  Building,  and  when  that  build¬ 
ing  was  closed  in  October,  193  8,  he  changed  his  offices  to  the 
Empire  Building  in  Seattle.  During  his  long  practice  of  nearly 
5  0  years,  he  has  conducted  many  causes  of  importance,  in  all 
courts,  including  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.  During  the 
last  twenty  years  he  has  specialized  in  Patent  Law  and  Procedure, 
both  in  courts,  and  with  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

In  1889,  while  in  Salida,  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  from  his 
Episcopal  Church  Mission,  of  which  he  was  treasurer,  to  the 
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state  convention  at  St.  John’s  Cathedral  in  Denver,  and  was  there 
appointed  Warden  for  the  mission  by  Bishop  Spaulding.  The 
same  year  he  became  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  (a  lay  organization  of  the  church),  in  which  he  has  ever 
since  been  a  member.  In  1902  he  attended  its  National  Con¬ 
vention  in  Boston;  and  in  1904  he  attended  its  National  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  elected  a  National  Council 
member,  for  his  diocese  of  Olympia,  and  to  which  office  he  has 
been  annually  re-elected  for  3  5  years.  At  the  Philadelphia  con¬ 
vention,  he  met  the  Most  Rev.  Randall  Davidson,  then  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  and  a  notable  visitor  at  the  convention, 
and  a  guest  with  the  Council  members  at  a  banquet  in  the  Belle¬ 
vue  Stratford.  Mr.  Kemp  also  served  as  a  lay  reader  for  several 
years,  both  in  San  Luis  Obispo  and  in  Seattle,  under  appoint¬ 
ments  of  Bishops  Nichols  and  Keator,  respectively. 

While  in  Salida,  he  joined  a  local  organization  of  State 
Guards,  or  militia,  and  was  made  a  corporal  therein.  During  the 
Great  War  he  was  an  associate  member  of  the  Legal  Advisory 
Board  at  Seattle,  and  aided  in  registration  of  drafted  men.  In 
192  3  he  became  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  by  virtue  of  his  mother’s  descent  from  John  Bristol,  Jr., 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  described  in  the  preceding  chapter. 
In  193  5  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Seattle  Chapter,  and 
in  1939  he  was  elected  Genealogist,  for  the  Washington  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  at  Seattle.  He  is  owner 
of  two  original  patents  written  on  sheepskin,  which  granted 
land,  in  what  is  now  Ohio,  on  military  warrants  issued  long  prior 
for  services  of  two  soldiers  in  the  Revolution.  One  being  for  600 
acres,  signed  by  President  Washington,  May  20,  1796,  and  the 
other  for  1000  acres,  signed  by  President  Jefferson,  July  18,  1801. 
The  land  is  described  as  lying  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  part 
of  the  N.  W.  Territory,  which  was  characterized  by  Chief  Jus- 
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tice  John  Marshall,  in  a  decision  of  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  as:  "An 
immense  unexplored  wilderness,  covered  with  savages  equally 
fierce  and  hostile.”  (Massey  vs.  Watts,  6  Cranch,  148,  164).  He 
particularly  treasures  the  old  watch  heirloom,  described  in  prev¬ 
ious  Chapter  XII,  which  was  brought  from  Poole,  by  George 
Kemp  II. 

The  author,  when  an  adult  at  college,  suffered  an  attack  of 
measles,  the  effects  of  which  in  a  few  years,  became  apparent  in 
partial  loss  of  hearing.  To  meet  this  handicap,  he  obtained  one 
of  the  earliest  electrical  hearing  aids,  in  1905,  and  became  a  pio¬ 
neer  in  the  use  of  such  devices  in  court  rooms.  He  has  continu¬ 
ously  endeavored  to  change  the  old  attitude  of  ridicule  by  the 
public  toward  the  hard  of  hearing,  and  has  witnessed  marked 
improvement  in  this.  He  is  a  member  of  the  national  American 
Society  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  for 
several  years  has  been  the  president  of  the  Seattle  Society  for  the 
Hard  of  Hearing,  and  has  spoken  at  conferences  of  such  socie¬ 
ties  in  Oakland,  California;  Portland,  Oregon;  Vancouver  and 
Victoria,  B.  C.,  and  in  Seattle,  at  various  gatherings,  for  bene¬ 
fiting  the  lot  of  the  hard  of  hearing  folks.  In  1934,  he  was  active 
on  a  committee,  for  obtaining  an  audiometer  for  testing  the 
hearing  of  school  children.  This  instrument  was  donated  to  the 
School  Board  in  Seattle,  and  by  its  use  the  ears  of  3  8,708  school 
children  were  tested  in  Seattle  schools  in  1937-3  8.  Of  these  474 
were  thereby  found  to  need  attention  for  their  hearing,  and 
many  of  these  have  been  benefited  by  special  care,  which  has 
enabled  them  to  keep  up  with  their  class  work.  In  1939  he  pre¬ 
pared  a  bill  for  free  instruction  in  lip  reading,  for  hard  of  hear¬ 
ing  adults,  to  be  given  by  the  public  schools.  This  bill  was  filed 
in  the  legislature,  and  after  his  personal  explanations,  letters, 
and  attendance  at  the  Senate  lobby,  it  was  enacted  into  the  laws 
of  Washington,  and  became  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States. 
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He  served  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
school  district  at  Kennydale,  from  1917  to  1922,  while  living  in 
his  suburban  home  in  that  district.  He  is  Republican,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  committeeman  for  his  voting  precinct,  and 
has  also  been  a  member  and  officer  of  various  fraternal  societies, 
including  the  Masonic  order;  and  has  organized  and  been  an 
officer  in  various  business  corporations.  He  has  travelled  in  41 
states,  and  in  parts  of  Alaska  and  Mexico,  and  has  visited  all  of 
the  larger  and  important  cities  in  the  United  States.  In  1876  he 
attended  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia,  and  since  has  attended 
the  World  Fairs  at  Chicago  in  1893,  St.  Louis  1904,  Portland 
1905,  A.  Y.  P.  at  Seattle  1909,  and  San  Francisco  1914,  and  ex¬ 
pects  to  attend  the  fair  at  last  named  city,  in  1939. 

In  October,  1902,  he  married  Charlotte  Leslie  Shannon,  at 
Seattle.  She  was  born  near  Des  Moines  in  1877,  and  educated  in 
schools  of  Iowa,  Idaho,  and  Whitman  College.  From  this  mar¬ 
riage  three  children  were  born,  as  follows:  (1)  James  Ward; 
(2)  George  Leslie,  b.  April  1  5,  1905,  died  in  infancy.  (3) 
Kathleen. 

(1)  James  Ward  Kemp,  was  born  August  2  5,  1903.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Washington  June,  1934,  with 
the  degree  of  B.S.,  in  Commercial  Engineering,  and  with  the 
rank  of  2nd  lieutenant  in  Ord.  Corp.  Res.  In  193  6,  he  married 
Winnifred  I.  Thurman,  of  Spokane,  who  was  born  in  Santa 
Cruz,  California.  They  are  living  in  Seattle. 

(2)  Kathleen  Kemp,  was  born  January  17,  1907.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Rex  Campbell,  at  San  Francisco,  in  1927.  They  had  attended 
the  same  high  school  in  Seattle. 

The  author  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1919,  entered  into 
a  second  marriage,  with  Mrs,  Cora  Wares,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  She 
was  born,  raised,  and  educated  in  Michigan.  Her  parents  were 
George  W.  Webb,  and  Ellen  M.  Webb,  both  now  deceased.  They 


KEMP  FAMILIES 


79 


were  descendants  from  Revolutionary  ancestors. 

The  author,  without  any  plans  for  publication,  prior  to 
1937,  has  for  many  years  been  accumulating  letters  and  facts 
concerning  his  ancestors  and  relatives,  and  has  personally  talked 
with  a  great  many  of  his  relatives  to  secure  family  history.  In 
the  preparation  of  this  book,  he  has  drawn  from  such  personal 
talks,  with  relatives,  and  from  many  old  letters  and  family  rec¬ 
ords  and  personal  memories,  and  from  standard  authorities  in 
public  libraries,  which  are  listed  in  the  bibliography,  following 
this  chapter. 

The  substance  of  these  various  sources,  he  has  set  out  for 
others  to  read  and  perhaps  enjoy.  He  leaves  the  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  by  the  readers,  and  invites  relatives  who  may  care  for 
family  history  to  make  further  investigations  for  themselves.  He 
regrets  his  inability  to  fully  locate  and  describe  all  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  his  uncles,  but  time  marches  on.  A  picture  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  taken  when  sixty  years  of  age,  at  his  desk  in  his  law  office, 
is  shown  on  another  page.  Considering  the  multiplicity  of  dates 
given  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  some  errors. 

This  history  is  closed  at  this  time,  by  a  fitting  quotation 
from  Christopher  Morley’s  Omnibus ,  as  follows: 

"And  thou  my  (im)  perfect  work,  thou’rt  of  today, 
Tomorrow  a  poor  and  alien  thing  wilt  be 
True  only  should  the  swift  life  stand  at  stay — 

Therefore  farewell,  nor  look  to  bide  with  me.” 

Bernard  Short,  in  finishing  his  history  of  Poole,  left  a 
thought  of  equal  importance  for  consideration  today.  After  re¬ 
counting  worthy  activities  of  numerous  persons  in  the  past,  in¬ 
cluding  the  first  Martin  Kemp,  and  his  two  sons,  George  Kemp 
I,  and  Martin,  Jr.,  he  concluded  as  follows: 

"That  each  citizen  may  play  his  or  her  part  in  the 
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future  which  lies  before  us,  is  surely  the  most  fitting  way  to 
show  our  gratitude  to  the  many  famous  men  and  women 
of  the  past,  who  have  labored  so  unceasingly  for  the  ulti¬ 
mate  good  of  all.  Let  us  treasure  their  memories  and  use 
the  privileges  they  have  secured  for  us,  in  such  a  way  that 
our  names,  too,  may  go  down  in  history  as  those  who  have 
given  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 
So  shall  be  left: 

Deposited  upon  the  silent  shore 
Of  memory,  images  and  precious  thoughts, 

That  shall  not  die,  and  cannot  be  destroyed/  ” 

— Wordsworth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


1.  "The  Kempe  and  Kemp  Families  of  Great  Britain  and  Ffer  Colonies,”  by 
Fred  Hitchin-Kemp.  Leadenhall  Press,  London,  and  Scribner  &  Sons, 
N.  Y.  1902. 

2.  Lives  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  by  W.  F.  Hook,  F.R.S.  Dean 
of  Chichester.  Richard  Bentley,  London,  1860. 

3.  General  Armory  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales,  by  Sir  Ber¬ 
nard  Burke.  Harrison  &  Sons,  London,  1878. 

4.  Their  Majesties  of  Scotland,  by  Elsie  Thornton  Cook.  E.  P.  Dutton  Co., 
N.  Y.,  1889-  1928. 

5.  Eminent  Men  of  Kent,  by  James  Simpson.  Elliot  Stock,  London,  1  893. 

6.  Survey  of  the  Manor  of  Wye,  by  Helen  E.  Muhlfield,  Ph.D.,  Columbia 
Univ.  Press,  N.  Y.,  and  King  &  Sons,  London,  1933. 

7.  Chambers’  Encyclodpaedia.  W.  &  R.  Chambers,  London,  1  8  82. 

8.  Leading  Facts  of  English  History,  by  D.  H.  Montgomery.  Ginn  &  Co., 
Boston,  1891. 

9.  John  Knox  and  the  Reformation,  by  Andrew  Lang.  Longmans  Green  & 
Co.,  London,  and  N.  Y.,  1905. 

10.  John  Knox,  in  Biographical  Studies,  etc.,  by  Albert  H.  Currier.  Pilgrim 
Press,  Boston  and  N.  Y.,  1915. 

11.  The  History  and  Romance  of  Poole,  by  Bernard  C.  Short.  Hunt  Barnard 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  193  2. 

12.  Ancestral  Pedigree  Outline,  of  George  Ward  Kemp,  by  the  Rev.  Geo. 
Kemp  Ward,  Genealogist,  1926.  Not  published. 

13.  Prayer  Book  of  Martin  Kemp,  and  Family  Bibles  of  Geo.  Kemp  1,  Geo. 
Kemp  11,  and  Edward  Kemp. 

14.  Letters,  written  by  various  relatives,  and  talks  with  relatives,  and  per¬ 
sonal  memories,  of  the  author. 

NOTICE 

For  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  this  book,  address  the  author,  G.  Ward 
Kemp,  959  Empire  Building,  Seattle,  Washington.  Stiff  cloth  binding  on  board, 
S3. 2  5.  Heavy  paper  binding,  $2.75,  both  postage  prepaid. 


